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RED SEA
COMPETI-

TION

The competition values all cinematic forms, whether narrative, animation, or documentaries,
featuring works from Asia, Africa, and the Arab world. It challenges cinematic works with innovative
filmmaking and great storytelling by emerging and established voices, celebrated with generous
prizes awarded by an international jury.
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Drama | Running Time: 102 minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Morocco, Tunisia, Belgium,

France, Qatar, Norway and Saudi On stage, a vibrantly physical performance by a contemporary dance

troupe; behind the scenes, all the underlying tensions and dynamics

Arabia of a creative group who live, work, love and play together. Codirector
and dancer Afef Ben Mahmoud plays Aida, a star dancer whose partner

Directed by: Afef Ben Mahmoud, Hedi (renowned Belgian choreographer Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui) injures her

Khalil Benkirane - maybe by accident, maybe on purpose - on stage in a small Middle

Atlas town. The whole company must make its way through a forest to
the nearest medical help. In the dark forest, surrounded by the sounds
of wild animals, the journey becomes a riveting dance in itself as the
camera leaps among the players. A wholly original film, clearly based on
authentic experience and thrilling to watch.

Producer
Khalil Benkirane, Afef Ben
Mahmoud

Cast

Afef Ben Mahmoud, Sondos
Belhassen, Saleh Bakri, Sidi
Larbi Cherkaoui, Sofiane
Ouissi, Hajiba Fahmy, Ali
Thabet, Abdallah Badis, Salima
Abdelwahab, Nassim Baddag

SCAN FOR MORE INFO Scriptwriter
AND SHOWTIME Afef Ben Mahmoud
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BEHIND THE
MOUNTAINS

Fantastic Realism | Running Time:
98 minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Tunisia, France, Belgium,
Italy, Saudi Arabia and Qatar

Directed by: Mohamed Ben Attia

Producer

Dora Bouchoucha, Lina
Chaabane Menzli, Nadim
Cheikhrouha, Jean Pierre

Et Luc Dardenne, Delphine
Tomson, Giovanni Robbiano,
Lorenzo Rapetti, Paolo Maria
Spina

Cast

Majd Mastoura, Walid
Bouchhioua, Samer Bisharat,
Helmi Dridi, Salma Zeghidi,
Wissem Belgharek

Scriptwriter
Mohamed Ben Attia
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Rafik is a desperate man. Released from a Tunisian prison, where he
served four years for smashing up the office where he used to work, he
is now convinced he can fly and is determined, in the face of his family
scepticism, to prove to his young son Yassine that his vision is real.
Taking the boy out of school and heading to the mountains, where he
finds temporary refuge by invading a bourgeois family’s country house,
Rafik is clearly mentally unwell. Whether he can fly or not remains an
open question, however, cleverly teased by the film-maker and by Majd
Mastoura, who is both persuasive and dignified as Rafik.
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Drama | Running Time: 85 minutes

2023 / Arabic and English
Country: United Arab Emirates

Directed by: Humaid Alsuwaidi

The film follows the story of Dana, an Emirati woman who moves

to Dalma island upon inheriting a decrepit house from her recently
deceased father. Dana gets the house renovated and starts renting
it out to tourists. An innocuous lunch at the only restaurant she finds
sets her on a path of collision with many of the island’s inhabitants,
namely Ghaith, a doctor who refuses to leave the island despite the
many opportunities on the mainland.

Producer
Humaid Alsuwaidi

Cast

Hira Mahmood, Rashed Hasan,
Osman Aboubakr, Huda
Alghanem, Adam EI Manawy

Scriptwriter
Humaid Alsuwaidi
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DEAR JASSI

Drama and Romance | Running
Time: 132 minutes

2023 / Punjabi and English
Country: India

Directed by: Tarsem Singh
Dhandwar

Producer

Bhushan Kumar, Krishan
Kumar, Vipul D Shah, Ashwin
Varde, Rajesh Bahl, Sanjay
Grover, Tarsem Singh
Dhandwar

Cast
Pavia Sidhu, Yugam Sood,
Kanwar Grewal

Scriptwriter
Amit Rai
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A Romeo and Juliet story of star-crossed lovers is infused with
urgency by the fact that it is based not on Shakespeare’s play,

but on a real-life incident that took place just 30 years ago. Indian
Canadian Jassi (Pavia Sidhu) aged 19, visiting family in the Punjab,
falls in love with Mithu, an illiterate rickshaw driver. Their romance is
touchingly chaste but Jassi’s determination to bring her unsuitable
love to Canada appals her mother; if she had known she could do
this, she says, she would have strangled Jassi at birth. Restrained in
its delivery and surprisingly very funny, especially dealing with Indian
bureaucracy, Dear Jassi nevertheless delivers a culminating gut
punch that is both heartfelt and a dramatic coup.
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Drama | Running Time: 106 minutes

2023 / Japanese
Country: Japan

Directed by: Ryasuke Hamaguchi

Producer
Satoshi Takata

Cast
Hitoshi Omika, Ryo Nishikawa,
Ryuji Kosaka, Ayaka Shibutani

Scriptwriter
Rydsuke Hamaguchi
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0dd-job man Takumi (a wonderful performance by non-professional
actor Hitoshi Omika) is raising his small daughter in a village surrounded
by forest, where he collects spring water for communal use. When
developers move in, looking to make the forest a destination for Tokyo
weekend glampers, Takumi sees that their corner-cutting plans will
mean the forest’s pure water will soon be poisoned with sewage - and
that the money men don’t care. The stage seems set for a confrontation
until nature herself intervenes, one that lies beyond human society’s
ideas of good and evil. This twisting story asks hard questions about
our relationship with nature and the animal in all of us.
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HIDING SADDAM
HUSSEIN

Documentary | Running Time: 96
minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Norway and Iraq

Directed by: Halkawt Mustafa

Producer
Janne Hjeltnes, Halkawt
Mustafa, Anders Hereid

Cast
Alaa Namuq Jasim Al-Doori

Scriptwriter
Halkawt Mustafa
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Eighteen years ago, the invading US forces were searching Iraq
for its deposed president, Saddam Hussein, who had seemingly
disappeared into thin air. He was finally discovered in the town
of Al-Dawr, living in a bunker his chauffeur and bodyguard dug
between the date trees in his orchard. Alaa Namiq, now 50, hid
Saddam for a staggering 235 days before the Americans tracked
him down in 2003, executing him three years later. Halkawt
Mustafa persuaded Namiq to tell his story for the first time in
this startling documentary, which took 10 years to make and was
necessarily shrouded in so much secrecy that even the crew did
not know the real subject of the film they were making.
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IN FLAMES

Horror | Running Time: 98 minutes

2023 / Urdu
Country: Pakistan and Canada

Directed by: Zarrar Kahn

Producer
Anam Abbas

Cast

Syeda Ramesha Nawal, Omar
Javaid, Bakhtawar Mazhar,
Adnan Hassan Shah Tipu,
Mohammad Ali Hashmi, Jibran
Khan

Scriptwriter
Zarrar Kahn
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Mariam is a medical student living with her mother Faraha and younger
brother in a tiny Karachi flat owned by her grandfather. When he dies,
leaving a mountain of debt, an uncle steps in offering to cover the
debts, after which he says they have signed over their apartment and
that he is evicting them. The legal system, heavily weighted against
women, offers them no protection. Faraha, grieving and isolated, has
little energy to fight. Mariam takes refuge in a romance with a kindly
fellow student, but her mental health is failing; she has nightmares that
are the stuff of horror movies. Mother and daughter must join forces to
overcome both real and phantasmal forces that threaten to engulf them.
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Drama | Running Time: 113 minutes

2023 / Arabic When Jordanian housewife Nawall wakes up to find her husband lying
Country: Jordan, Saudi Arabia, dead beside her, her troubles have only just begun. Bereaved and
Egypt, France and Qatar bewildered, she finds she is under attack from her brother-in-law who
is claiming half her home, custody of her daughter and immediate
Directed by: Amjad Al Rasheed payment of debts her husband left behind that she didn’t know existed.

Her only hope is that her husband has left her pregnant - and with a
boy, who will be entitled to inherit their home. Nawall is no rebel, but
she will put up a desperate fight for the right to live a normal life. Mouna
Hawa delivers a powerhouse performance while director Amjad Al-
Rasheed turns up the tension, keeping you on the edge of your seat.

Producer
Rula Nasser, Aseel Abu Ayyash

Cast

Mouna Hawa, Haitham

Omari, Yumna Marwan, Salwa
Nakkara, Mohammed Al
Jizawi, Eslam Al-Awadi, Celina
Rabab’a

Scriptwriter
SCAN FOR MORE INFO Amjad Al Rasheed, Rula
AND SHOWTIME Nasser, Delphine Agut
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In the heart of Riyadh, where desperation and opportunity collide,

2023/ Atrablc . . MANDOOB brings forth the gripping tale of Fahad Algadaani, a mentally

Country: Saudi Arabia fragile man racing against time to save his ailing father. As his world
crumbles under the weight of financial burden and societal indifference,

Directed by: Ali Kalthami Fahad'’s life takes an unexpected turn when he is forced to make ends

meet as a humble delivery mandoob (Arabic for courier). However, a
chance encounter uncovers a dark underbelly of the city—one thriving
on illegal dealings and illicit activities. Thrusted into the vestibules

of the rapidly growing city, Fahad is confronted with a dangerous
proposition that promises to solve all his monetary woes. Yet, this
tantalizing opportunity comes at a great cost—he must risk everything
he holds dear, including his principles and the fragile sanity he clings to.

Producer
Abdulrahman Jarash Algahtani,
Chawki Knis

Cast

Mohammed Aldokhei, Hajar
Alshammari, Mohammed
Alttowayan, Mohammed
Algarawi, Abu Salu, Sara
Taibah, Amani Alsami

Scriptwriter
SCAN FOR MORE INFO Ali Kalthami, Mohammed
AND SHOWTIME Algarawi
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NORAH

Drama and Thriller | Running Time:

94 minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Saudi Arabia

Directed by: Tawfik Alzaidi

Producer
Tawfik Alzaidi, Najah Alhajjar,
Sharif Aimajali

Cast

Yagoub Alfarhan, Abdullah
Alsadhan, Maria Bahrawi,
Aixa Kay

Scriptwriter
Tawfik Alzaidi
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This is a strong drama film starring Yaqoub Alfarhan as
Nader and Maria Bahrawi as young woman, Norah. The
film takes place in a remote village in the 90s in Saudi
Arabia, where Norah spends most of her time away from
the village. Now she must step out of her world to get
what she wants, after she finds out that Nader is more
than a new teacher in the village.
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OMEN

Drama | Running Time: 90 minutes

2023 / French
Country: Belgium, Netherlands and
Democratic Republic of the Congo

Directed by: Baloji

Producer
Benoit Roland

Cast

Marc Zinga, Lucie Debay,
Eliane Umubhire, Yves-Marina
Gnahoua, Marcel Otete Kabeya

Scriptwriter
Baloji

S i &Sl | dizgj 2o dtblsiardl gsigSl & jegaz I «$95» o9y lasic
wfwmﬂauclagc Sy dlam“d.achén.\.\l:Jl_,uS@Le,loAcLugIan
u:ualJ| s JUS e Z):JJ oyalsl 6.\“5 wSgsillg a8l y5l dasy gaize |
“aalise wlass Gle 5 Aludi asy)i @ Gl 2] 9 Lo jady dandll &)l qoeaadlg
«gSb» EJL“'" wls dgudl wlslall @bg welyg lgSy \5‘” «@lis» ey ‘«,395»

o Bauugag Boug G rey @a" eballlis Jai ‘«ll.psa» Gable dogy=dl @95 AJ|99
«(@95» able Joii LaS lalas & )lgddl @ &Sl &lasdly is):Ln“Jb«eb.\.Hg o=l

. plal 4.@_,:9::;5.\” rllall KUNRRTY

When Koffi returns to the Democratic Republic of Congo with his Bel-
gian wife Alice, he is hoping her pregnancy will help break the ice with
his estranged family. Instead, he is pulled back into a society governed
by superstition and fear, shown by the director’s allusive, intuitive
storytelling to be the legacy of trauma as much as tradition. In four
sections focused on different characters - Koffi, the sister Tshala he left
behind, a fly young street trader in antibiotics called Paco and Koffi’'s
emotionally wounded mother, Mujila, - this visually rich and musically
vivid film weaves between witchcraft, ritual purging and streetsmart
modernity, much as Koffi’s family - and, by extension, this suffering
country - are wont to do.
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Drama | Running Time: 99 minutes
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Country: Pakistan, United States of Wl e ol ot ol daige s el
Americ A)
erica (USA) Grounded in the real-life case of Qandeel Baloch, a working-class star
. ) of Pakistani social media who was murdered by her family despite
Directed by: Iram Parveen Bilal their profiting from her notoriety, this is a rewrite of history that gives

an outspoken heroine a second chance. The central character here is
a widowed schoolteacher in Lahore, who becomes a viral sensation
overnight when she accidentally releases her uncensored opinions

on social media. As in real life, the blogging star’s sudden fame as

an unlikely influencer comes with its own challenges: she is raising a
10-year-old son while navigating a hostile patriarchal culture that stops
women speaking their minds, even in cyberspace. Once she has found
her voice, however, no troll is going to shut her up

Producer
Abid Aziz Merchant, Apoorva
Bakshi, Iram Parveen Bilal

Cast

Faryal Mehmood, Gulshan
Majeed, Shees Sajjad Gul,
Saleem Meraj, Sohail Sameer,
Bakhtawar Mazhar, Akbar
Islam, Tooba Siddiqui

SCAN FOR MORE INFO Scriptwriter
AND SHOWTIME Iram Parveen Bilal
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ROXANA

Drama | Running Time: 120 minutes

2023 / Persian
Country: Iran

Directed by: Parviz Shahbazi

Producer
Masood Radaie

Cast

Mahsa Akbarabadi, Yasna
Mirtahmasb, Maedeh
Tahmasbi, Behrang Alavi,
Rambod Motalebi, Niloofar
Kookhani, Shahram Abdoli

Scriptwriter
Parviz Shahbazi
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Fred meets Roxana by chance when he looks out of a window and sees
her car window being smashed. Fred is 23, jobless and infuriatingly
passive; his failure to grow up is so comprehensive his own mother
calls the police to take him away, complaining he still doesn’t make his
own bed. Roxana is vivacious, modern, runs her own wedding video
business and has a daring way with a hijab. Fred gets her car fixed

and she gives him a job in return but, even when he finds himself in jail
on the way to his first wedding, he has no inkling what a magnet for
misfortune she is, with bankruptcy looming over her and some very
shady characters in pursuit.
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SIX FEET OVER

Drama | Running Time: 96 minutes

2023 / Arabic and French
Country: Algeria and France

Directed by: Karim Bensalah

Producer
Oualid Baha

Cast

Hamza Meziani, Kader Affak,
Souad Arsane, Mostefa
Djadjam

Scriptwriter
Karim Bensalah, Jamal
Belmahi
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Sofiane is the westernised young son of an Algerian diplomat who
imagines he will take up a similar position when he finishes his studies
in France. His life seems to be going to plan; nobody else recognises
the anxiety seething beneath his apparent self-assurance. El Haj is a
moody, taciturn and unsympathetic older man who works in a Muslim
funeral home. When Sofiane is obliged to get a job quickly to regularise
his immigrant status, he becomes an intern at the home, working under
El Haj’s direction. Difficult as this is, Sofiane finds himself learning more
about life from this sour man than how to deal with the dead - and
discovering himself at the same time.
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Drama | Running Time: 97 minutes

2023 / Uzbek
Country: Uzbekistan

Directed by: Shokir Kholikov

Producer
Firdavs Abdukholikov, Akrom
Shakhnazarov

Cast
Abdurakhmon Yusufaliev, Roza
Piyazova

Scriptwriter
Shokir Kholikov
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An elderly Uzbek couple live as they have always done: shearing their
sheep, milking their goats, growing watermelons, weaving carpets.

The old woman never lets anyone leave the house without a gift and
gently attends to her curmudgeonly husband. His habitually simmering

ill humour reaches boiling point when their two adult sons - one who
lives nearby, one far away - start replacing their household goods with
new-fangled ones they can’t operate. Their next plan is to pull down and
replace the family home, whatever their parents say. This story of genera-
tional division and hurt unfolds with the slow rhythm of the changing sea-
sons. Shot entirely within their home, with the steppes only occasionally
seen in the distance, it has the concentrated force of a poem.
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THE TEACHER

Drama | Running Time: 118 minutes

2023 / English and Arabic
Country: United Kingdom, Palestine
and Qatar

Directed by: Farah Nabulsi

Producer
Sawsan Asfari, Farah Nabulsi,
Ossama Bawardi

Cast

Saleh Bakri, Imogen Poots,
Muhammad Abed El Rahman,
Mahmoud Bakri

Scriptwriter
Farah Nabulsi
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Palestinian schoolteacher Basem (Saleh Bakri) grapples with personal devastation
after a tragic incident involving his son. His life takes an unexpected turn when he
forms a deep connection with Adam, one of his students, while also developing an
unexpected bond with British social worker Lisa (Imogen Poots). Simultaneously,
a high-profile American attorney and his wife seek the return of their son, an Israeli
soldier held captive by a Palestinian resistance group. The group’s demand for a
prisoner exchange creates tensions with authorities, intensifying the search for
the soldier and drawing Basem and Adam’s neighbourhood into turmoil. Oscar-
nominated director, Farah Nabulsi weaves these disparate yet interconnected
stories into a gripping drama that is marked by empathy, unexpected twists, and
unceasing provocations, anchored by Saleh Bakri’s power-house performance.
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2023 / Malay
Country: Malaysia, Taiwan R.O.C.,

Singapore, France, Germany, Zaffan goes to a strict girls’ school in rural Malaysia, where her youthful

Netherlands, Indonesia and Qatar high spirits — dancing and climbing trees in the rainforest - mark her out
as a rebel. At 12, she is also the first girl in her class to reach puberty,
Directed by: Amanda Nell Eu meaning that her body changes in ways regarded as shameful. When

girls start to collapse around her with inexplicable fainting fits, she is
identified by teachers as a dark spirit who has cursed the school. Little
do they know that she does have a secret self — one with a tail and
teeth. Drawing on the playfully scary spirit of old-school Asian monster
movies as well as traditional myths, Tiger Stripes is raw, joyful and
buoyed by great performances from its young rookie cast.

Producer

Foo Fei Ling, Patrick Mao
Huang, Fran Borgia, Juliette
Lepoutre, Pierre Menahem,
Jonas Weydemann, Ellen
Havenith, Yulia Evina Bhara

Cast

Zafreen Zairizal, Deena Ezral,
Piga , Shaheizy Sam, Jun
Lojong, Khairunazwan Rodzy,
Fatimah Abu Bakar

Scriptwriter
Amanda Nell Eu



SHORTS
COMPETI-

TION

Featuring works of less than 60 minutes from Asia, Africa, and
the Arab world, the competition celebrates cinematic works that
offer fresh takes and new ideas that tell compelling, diverse, and
innovative stories in the short film form.

ACCIDENTALLY INTENTIONAL MANITY

DEAF ME AND AYDAROUS
DUSK PRIMETIME MOTHER
EID MUBARAK SAEED

FAREWELL SMOKEY EYES

IN BETWEEN SOLATIA

SOMEWHERE IN BETWEEN
SUITCASE

TERRA MATER - MOTHERLAND
THE CALL OF THE BROOK

THE COURIER

THE KEY
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THE LATE WIND
THE SUITCASE
THE WAIT

THE WOODLAND
TITANIC
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ACCIDENTALLY
INTENTIONAL

Drama | Running Time: 14 minutes

2023 / Indonesian
Country: Indonesia

Directed by: Kevin Rahardjo

Producer
Kevin Rahardjo, Aldy
Reyhanshah

Cast
Wani Siregar, Albaranshah,
Rakhan Devana

Scriptwriter
Kevin Rahardjo
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A 16-year-old boy is watching pornography for the first
time when he realises that the audio has been acci-
dentally connected to his mother’s car’s Bluetooth. His
parents punish him severely and instruct him, without
explanation, to repent for his sins. The incident has a
profound psychological impact on their son; he feels
confused and conflicted but can say nothing because
he fears his mother will confiscate his phone and laptop
if he questions anything he has been told - a fear he
increasingly resents.
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DEAF

Drama | Running Time: 37 minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Lebanon and France

Directed by: Roy Arida

Producer
Roy Arida

Cast
Tracy Younes, Hassan Zbib,
Ahmad Baydoun, Zalfa Chelhot

Scriptwriter
Roy Arida
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Beirut, Lebanon. Hassan is assembling wooden boards.
His wife is dead. He is building her coffin. Tamara and
Rami, the children, in their twenties, are helping him as
best they can to fulfill her last wish: to be buried in her
childhood village, abandoned for more than 20 years.
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PG
Drama | Running Time: 16 minutes

2023 / Wolof
Country: Senegal

Directed by: Awa Moctar Gueye

Producer
Chloé Ortolé

Cast

Mor Talla Fall, Mouhamed Aw,
Maimouna Ly, Ndéye Thioro
Camara, Abdou Camara, Djiby
Camara, Cheikh Ahmadou
Bamba Traoré, Binta Traoré

Scriptwriter
Awa Moctar Gueye
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Pa Kong-Kong is a mysterious man. Nobody knows what he carries

in the strange bag on his shoulders, but rumour has it he tortures little
thieves, runaways, and naughty children. He lives alone in Netty Mbar,
a deserted, gloomy market in the suburbs of Dakar where a monstrous
dog lurks after dark. It is no place for children, but that won’t stop Bin-
ta, a curious and courageous girl who has just drawn the white marble
that makes her leader of her kids’ gang. She decides she will go and
confront Pa Kong-Kong on his home turf. She’s scared but determined
to prove that girls can be leaders. Off she goes. At the market, it is pitch
dark. Binta steps forward. What will she discover?
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G
EID MUBARAK

Comedy and Drama | Running Time:
16 minutes

2021 / Urdu
Country: Pakistan and United States
of America (USA)

Directed by: Mahnoor Euceph

Producer
Kamil Chima, Ben O’Keefe,
Selena Leoni

Cast

Rubab Rasheed, Momina
Salman, Barfi , Zoha Rahman,
Emmad Butt

Scriptwriter
Mahnoor Euceph
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Six-year-old Iman goes with her family to buy a goat,
as is the tradition in Pakistan before the Muslim holiday
of Eid al-Azha. She picks the cutest one and takes it
home. She spends all of her time with the goat, whom
she names Barfi, after her favorite Pakistani dessert.
Soon, however, she realizes that Barfi is not a pet, but
a goat being raised for slaughter. She makes a plan to
save Barfi’s life before he can be sacrificed on Eid. Along
the way, through the help of her family and friends, she
learns the true meaning of sacrifice, and the reason
behind Eid al-Azha.
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FAREWELL

Drama and Suspense | Running
Time: 24 minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Syria

Directed by: Ibrahem Melhem

Producer
Ibrahem Melhem, Nanet
Khoury

Cast
Nancy Khoury, Mohammad
Zarzour, Khaled Shbat

Scriptwriter
Ibrahem Melhem

Lagilile Jyeo JI ésa.“ le,q.m..m.o»l e lgudi «alu» wasle
chm)bab_\a.\.cag.\:_,yzulbuxoj«bpdb)l@| BEIRVR
EH o) oo il g0 po Lo ol JgSitin Baclunay eldg cdie b
ul::w Loic lzgu 313379 «dgiadl lollly d8gama Ml e Gous
Bl boaic aaj¥l JI Juai i1 31 .30, )1 chaiin 3 lgic wzall
Jooil 18 vm0 1113 331 «paluom e eitmn 3] polopll casol Ble
Jolow pl dguuil lnscy gl duty 531 olsto ] Goill Lot 319,
ol 48 e J1y 3 3L

Salma has vowed to take her dead brother’s body

back to their family home in another country, a perilous
journey that requires several illegal border crossings and
the dubious help of a people smuggler. It is a physically
arduous journey across country, fraught with security
risks and made worse by the fact that the smuggler
abandons her in the middle of the road, but she reaches
a crisis point when she comes across a young man who
has been shot. Salma has to make a fateful decision:
does she go on with carrying out her promise to herself
to deliver her dead brother’s body to its final resting
place, or does she try to save a living stranger?
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IN BETWEEN

Experimental and Animation |
Running Time: 4 minutes

2023 / No dialogue
Country: United States of America
(USA)

Directed by: Ethar Baamer

Producer
Ethar Baamer

Scriptwriter
Ethar Baamer
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A young woman struggles to find her true self in this
short animation. It begins in a realistic domestic sphere
within Jeddah. Overwhelmed by societal expectations
that dictate how she should look and who she should
be, the central character responds by separating into
multiple versions of herself, trying on different identities.
Ultimately, she escapes from them all - although that
isn’t easy either. Her search involves traveling to various
states of consciousness, unconsciousness and “the
in-between”. Then her true self emerges, just in time to
guide her towards freedom.
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MANITY

Drama | Running Time: 15 minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Lebanon, France and Qatar

Directed by: Hussen Ibraheem

Producer
Tania El Khoury

Cast
Charbel Kamel, Jade Breide,
Hadi Jibbawi

Scriptwriter
Hussen lbraheem

Gale 11 yaxll o @I «ul)d» Gl driag Slo ag § 1991 Wl
Jlzdl § sosb awo dlz) § ol 0ally Guog yruns» sallg
G dsle wo dlz) weSi ol Layall e ulS &I dlsll odo aglill

w3 8palea JI Jg= doladl

Lebanon 1991. On a serenely sunny day, 11-year-old
Firas accompanies his father Tayseer, and his father’s
friend Rayan, on a bird-hunting trip in the Lebanese
mountains. What is initially supposed to be a normal
hunting trip turns into an unforgettable adventure.
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ME & AYDAROUS

Comedy and Drama | Running Time:
8 minutes

2022 / Arabic
Country: Saudi Arabia and United
States of America (USA)

Directed by: Sara Balghonaim

Producer
Salman Almusaad, Raed
Alsemari, Maryam Sindi

Cast
Ida Alkusay, Saleh Alshirian,
Ballah Mohammed Alfadhel

Scriptwriter
Sara Balghonaim
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Jude manages to coerce her disapproving family chauffeur,
Aydarous, into taking her to meet a date, but he is not going
to be deflected from letting her know he doesn’t approve.
Harking back to 20 years to a time when young women in
Saudi Arabia were more restricted than they are now, the
film is entirely filmed in a cramped van: for many girls of that
generation, the nearest thing there was to a private space,
albeit with a chaperone. Over the course of a night, Jude
must find creative ways to get rid of Aydarous so that she
and her boyfriend can have some time together.
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PRIMETIME
MOTHER

Comedy and Drama | Running Time:

15 minutes

2023 / Tagalog (Filipino)
Country: Philippines and Singapore

Directed by: Sonny Calvento

Producer
Sheron Dayoc, Arden Rod
Condez

Cast

Meryll Soriano, Jorrybell Agoto,
Kiki Baento, Marj Lorico, Tex
Ordofiez-De Leon, Zara Loayon

Scriptwriter
Sonny Calvento

Lo L 31 1 Lglabs e ) Lol canssS B il €0 asll po 2l Al laigan
] @ g9 oo U 34l oy g0 wasilll Sl aliy & aS)ladl :lgusdt) pl>
oS gl aly e wonaimy Gulll o B33l Cus ul § g - jodll Ljg
53 lpang eloude lpas, - oldsll ge wasll Ll cdsill duiser ot JUl
ey el aall 55l joall doyd Guoo duy badd lldg - (Ml JSiy wrge
ol lgziay Gl yadl ol dgzlga e byl poly Losgasd )il wast el
81 g0 Bl AnlSHl i s 8yl 23 g1 o> ro gsamdl
Jesl ade pasg gaizme § «dsdlall

Minda, a 45-year-old mother devoted to her sick child, also has a dream
for herself: to compete and hopefully win My Amazing Mama, a popular
and lucrative television game show in the Philippines. But, in a country
where thousands of people rely on television game shows to earn
money, Minda will have to overcome a good many obstacles - some hi-
larious, some humiliatingly exploitative - just to get a chance at winning
the daily cash prize. The show becomes the latest test of her fortitude
and tenacity in the face of adversity, which earns her the adoration of
everyone around her. A bold satire, which uses humour to explore the
archetype of the “good mother” in a patriarchal society.
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SAEED

Drama | Running Time: 12 minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Saudi Arabia

Directed by: Rami Alzayer

Producer
Rami Alzayer

Cast
Sultan Jonaid

Scriptwriter
Rami Alzayer
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After Saeed discovers that his sister
Salma must return to her mother’s house,
he decides to run away hoping to find a
better place.
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2023 / Arabic

ntry: Egypt
Country: Egyp It’s the winter of 2013 and Cairo is restless; the city churns with police

. . corruption, unchecked lawlessness, religious turbulence, and the

Directed by: Ali Ali aftermaths of both the 2011 uprising, where protesting women were
tortured and subjected to “virginity tests” and the Port Said Stadium
massacre. Against this chaotic backdrop and with a strict curfew
hanging over her head, Nour dares to go out on a date with Figo in
the only private place the city affords: the car. Together, they drive
through the bustling, vibrant streets with a view of the Nile reflecting
the city lights. As her curfew approaches, Figo takes Nour to a scenic
lookout - and popular parking spot - where she discovers that in this
unhinged city, a woman is never safe.

Producer
Amira Sherif

Cast

Marwan Moussa, Malak
Bazid, Hassan Abou El Rouss,
Mohamed Aboughali, Noureen
Abouseada

Scriptwriter
Ali Ali, Nancy Ali
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SOLATIA

Drama, Suspense and Mystery |
Running Time: 15 minutes

2023 / Urdu and English
Country: Pakistan, Canada and
United States of America (USA)

Directed by: Hira Yousufzai

Producer
Hirra Farooqi, Zayan Agha

Cast
Huss Khan, Sadiq Hazara,
Samiya Mumtaz, Amtul Baweja

Scriptwriter
Jonathan Howard Sonnenberg,
Hira Yousufzai
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Zamda lives in a makeshift shelter in Pakistan with other displaced
people. One wall is covered with photographs of missing loved ones;
Zamda, a guarded young woman trying to hide her despair, is seen
pasting her husband’s picture up with the rest. Amid the shelter’s
bustle, she finds solace in friendship with a younger girl who makes her
a gift of an inspiring drawing. She also senses her husband’s presence,
reminding her of love’s enduring strength, but it is impossible to avoid
seeing the hated Rusul, who was responsible for her exile but who is
now in the same shelter. Zamda’s inner turmoil and the chaos around
her are beautifully interwoven to bring home the daily reality of what it
means to be displaced.
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SOMEWHERE IN
BETWEEN

Drama | Running Time: 15 minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: France, Egypt and
Lebanon

Directed by: Dahlia Nemlich

Producer
Marine Vaillant, Muhammad
Taymour

Cast

Siham Haddad, Dana Mikhail,
Zaven Baaklini, Etienne Assal,
Tamara Khoury

Scriptwriter
Dahlia Nemlich
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After sixty years of marriage, Elias and Christiane live
together without actually living with each other. Elias’s
illness has forced him into a solitary world, while
Christiane’s obligations, responsibilities, and routines
lock her in a lonely world of her own. Their love resides
in their shared memories. As they delve into those
stories from the past, they prepare for a final farewell
with an attempt to reconnect one last time. They will
find themselves in a world where time stands still,
where the atmosphere is warm and the music from
their first encounter resounds about them.
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SUITCASE

Drama | Running Time: 15 minutes

2023 / No dialogue
Country: Iran and United States of
America (USA)

Directed by: Saman Hosseinpuor,
Ako Zandkarimi

Producer
Fariba Arab

Cast
Meysam Damanzeh, Elena
Sahami, Rezvan Khodami

Scriptwriter
Saman Hosseinpuor, Ako
Zandkarimi
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Far from his own homeland, a Kurdish refugee lives out
of his suitcase. In it, he carries memories of his family.
When someone steals the suitcase in the tumult of a
foreign city centre, he loses his home a second time.
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TERRA MATER -
MOTHERLAND

Narrative | Running Time: 10
minutes

2021 / English and Swahili
Country: Rwanda and Switzerland

Directed by: Kantarama Gahigiri

Producer
Kantarama Gahigiri

Cast
Cheryl Isheja

Scriptwriter
Kantarama Gahigiri

&3ty rolic vy Razy cu ulgll WLl o e sl 037 bl e Fany
«zalys soliag Afrofuturist «cow jgigdg o> wllazg &)>lu wlelily &30
Loslga ladiawd 851 JMstl &5 dulodl @ Ldgdy 538l dxudl Jo= Alal dgZge Alu)g
chadll L8 e Sy 850 lgalasinl @i (o315 &1 woblall JlalL 8518l sges o3l
S dizalaly dis)l Jl Sl ode o @blall s disadll uslell oo wgisy ol
chtaldl Jle Gle J3om dizgloiK pllas e dcgiae gl hdll Jiay Lalise J]
o el @ lparnl abjerl] ddlawipl olsladl Jaswiw Ge Jebusy agaclly
Selad)l cdg Gl Gog Tedlgnll dgdume S3 83021 giad 8yl walall

Centered largely on a vast landfill dump, this film combines sobering
documentary, hypnotic beats, Afrofuturist aesthetics, dramatic tableaux
and a message for the world about the African environment. First,
the continent was exploited for its resources. Now it gets them back
as waste, that piles up and is scavenged once more for trace metals
by the very poor. Waste from these dumps leaches through the land,
our systems, our bones. A goddess made up of tech junk walks the
mountains of plastics and poisons, asking when will the swollen
capitalist economies, constantly on the hunt for rare metals to make
smarter appliances, take responsibility for the consequences? And
when will there be time to heal?



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG15

THE CALL OF
THE BROOK

Horror and Supernatural | Running
Time: 12 minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Egypt

Directed by: Jad Chahine

Producer
Jad Chahine, Francis Clark,
Ahmed Nahla

Cast
Heba EI Khayal, Mahmoud
Abdelaziz, Sarah Shedid

Scriptwriter
Jad Chahine
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A young boy goes to a cursed brook
and witnesses something that will
seal his fate.
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PG
THE COURIER SR

Drama | Running Time: 30 minutes

2023 / Russian
Country: Armenia

Directed by: Tigran Agavelyan

An Armenian courier called Aziz needs money to pay for

his ill wife’s treatment. As she lies in hospital with her life
hanging in the balance, Aziz has to decide what he is willing
to do in order to save her. Will he make what is essentially a
deal with the Devil? This is a morality tale about the choices
we make when healthcare is too expensive.

Producer
Tigran Agavelyan

Cast
Aziz Beyshenaliev

Scriptwriter
SCAN FOR MORE INFO Tigran Agavelyan, Maria
AND SHOWTIME Zelinskaya




SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG15

THE KEY

Fantasy and Thriller | Running Time:
19 minutes

2023/
Country: Palestine, Belgium, France
and Qatar

Directed by: Rakan Mayasi

Producer
Frank Barat, Francois De
Villers, Rakan Mayasi

Cast
Saleh Bakri, George Ibrahim,
Nada Zoabi, Lana Haj Yahia

Scriptwriter
Rakan Mayasi
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A family’s equilibrium gradually disintegrates
as a mysterious sound is heard every evening
at the door of their apartment.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG15

THE LATE WIND

Drama | Running Time: 23 minutes

2021 / Kazakh
Country: Kazakhstan

Directed by: Shugyla Serzhan

Producer
Aigerim Satybaldy

Cast
Tolganay Talgat, Kuantay
Abdimadi

Scriptwriter
Shugyla Serzhan
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A young Kazakh woman discovers she is pregnant and
is preparing for the event she knows will change her life.
Then her world turns upside down when her boyfriend
suddenly disappears, leaving her alone and uncertain
about her future as a mother. She searches for him
desperately while the city around her is also fracturing
into chaos with protests erupting everywhere around
her. Perhaps she can’t do anything but wait for her
partner’s return, hoping for a brighter future.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG
THE SUITCASE

Drama | Running Time: 20 minutes

2023 / Kurdish, Turkish and German
Country: Germany and Armenia

Directed by: Numan Acar

Producer
Ibrahim Acar, Numan Acar

Cast

Numan Acar, Zibeyde

Bulut, Melisa Acar, Emrullah
Gakay, Barkin Sarp, Marina
Mesropian, Robert Mamoyan

Scriptwriter
Numan Acar
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It is winter in remote Anatolia, the mountainous Kurdish region of
Turkey, where elderly matriarch Keke is seriously ill. Her son Ali arrives
from Germany to support her, bringing his daughter Hazal with him. For
her, this is a journey into unknown territory. Hazal is only 21 and has
never taken much interest in her family’s Alevi-Kurdish roots, but she

is moved and curious when she learns her grandmother has asked to
be buried with an old suitcase. Learning the story of the suitcase, she
understands more of her family’s tragedy, of the violence, abuse, and
displacement they have suffered at state hands, but also about the true
strength, courage, and endurance of this dying woman.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

G
THE WAIT

Drama | Running Time: 14 minutes

2023 / English and Xhosa
Country: South Africa

Directed by: Imran Hamdulay

Producer
Imran Hamdulay, Khosie Dali

Cast

Siya Mayola, Cedwyn
Joel, Ayden Croy, Natasha
Mangelele, Hanlé Bernard,
Wojtek Lipinski

Scriptwriter
Imran Hamdulay

87a) Bl @ ol 98 seldio gog <8 dzug wgli wuS Aoyt jSye Jl «grer S
s 1 ol 1] am ¥ (Gt <y g (Sde8 JSitu poda 55l dghs

S alo8l Bl & oudll lgl (a8, Lodicg dlguw cuud ddall adall el «gjo»
T bl pabad (JEadl ugdy eeisly bl Jlzy J] <ojer a5sh oaiSlal ge
46y Woz oo Ll o drde «gjan Sand e gh (ST $x8m5 ek 3 3] Sgua
ablio] 5 & udige pvas aiigsd wglons! | il Jlo sy lgdl Go 253k
-23lgll 9o 3o 1oty 8] Lgisdl phama oy Jjida

Mzu enters the Cape Town police station and finds Fareed, a pensioner,
who has been waiting in the queue for a long time. The station is
chaotically busy and Fareed is confused with no one to help him,

so Mzu takes on that task. It isn’t easy. When those at the front of

the queue refuse to give up their spots, Mzu approaches the police
themselves, but they refuse to intervene. Hitting a brick wall where he
can’t achieve anything, Mzu vents his anger on the people around him,
accusing them of selfishness. Eventually, the police have to restrain
him, one calming him down by explaining that his frustration is shared
by most South Africans: this is just the way it is.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG15

THE WOODLAND

Drama | Running Time: 27 minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Jordan

Directed by: Firas Al-Taybeh

Producer
Majd Hijjawi

Cast
Khaled Al Ghwir, Oday Fawaz

Scriptwriter
Firas Al-Taybeh
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In the wild, on the way to bury their father, two es-
tranged brothers reunite after an extended separation.
This day compels them to reach a joint decision but not
before confronting the past.
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Drama | Running Time: 15 minutes

2021 / Persian
Country: Iran and France

Directed by: Farnoosh Samadi
The Iranian cinema censors are racked with confusion by new
regulations about what is acceptable to show on national television.
A complex and combative exchange at the broadcaster’s office about
what to do with this film could be read as a coded argument over much
deeper ruptures in this black comedy. Should they cut, blur out, or leave
in previously prohibited scenes? At least they can promise “fantastic
visuals” from the iceberg. And that nothing like this - whatever “this”
will be - has been seen on national TV before.

Producer
Amireza Pasha, Fabrice Préel-
Cleach, Farnoosh Samadi

Cast

Sadaf Asgari, Hamed Advay,
Mohammad Heidari, Amirreza
Rajbaran, Melika Pazouki,
Mojtaba Batvandi, Mohammad
Asna, Behnaz Jafari

SCAN FOR MORE INFO Scriptwriter
AND SHOWTIME Farnoosh Samadi
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AND SHOWTIME

PG15

YAA

Thriller | Running Time: 20 minutes

2022 / Twi
Country: Ghana and France

Directed by: Amartei Armar

Producer
Sébastien Hussenot, Yemoh
lke

Cast

Akosua Kekeli, Nelly Bilson,
Grace Omaobe, Dorothy
Adobea Tantoh, Osei Korankye

Scriptwriter
Amartei Armar
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Three Ghanaian women wake up in a strange land. Each
is from a different generation, their experiences reflect-
ing three defining moments in their country’s history,
but their souls are connected through space, time, and
ancestral heritage. As each woman discovers where
she is, seeks to find meaning in both that of her own life
and that of their young nation, and asks what the future
might hold, one thing is very clear: hope must prevail.
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FAVORITES

An expansive roundup of the year’s international hits — audience
and critics’ favorites — hot from the festival circuit, as well as films

discovered and specially curated by the Festival team.

24 HOURS WITH GASPAR
ADAGIO

ALLIHOPA: THE DALKURD STORY
ANIMALIA

DANCE FIRST

FRESH KILL

HESITATION WOUND
HOPELESS
HOUNDS

KILL

LOST LADIES

MARS EXPRESS

MOTHER, COUCH
RANSOMED

SNOW IN MIDSUMMER
THE BRAID

THE DELINQUENTS
THE LAST SNOW

THE MOTHER OF ALL LIES
THE UNIVERSAL THEORY
THIIIRD

WOMAN OF THE HOUR




SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

R15

24 HOURS WITH
GASPAR

Drama | Running Time: 97 minutes

2023 / Indonesian
Country: Indonesia

Directed by: Yosep Anggi Noen

Producer
Cristian Imanuell, Yulia Evina
Bhara

Cast

Reza Rahadian, Shenina
Cinnamon, Laura Basuki, Dewi
Irawan, Kristo Immanuel, Sal
Priadi, Iswadi Pratama

Scriptwriter
M.irfan Ramli
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An action-packed martial arts adventure set in a steampunk futuristic
version of Indonesia in 2032 that will put you on the edge of your seat
from start to finish. When Gaspar’s (Reza Rahadian) artificial heart
starts malfunctioning, he is given 24 hours to live. That'’s just enough
time for him to put together a team of assassins (Shenina Cinnamon
and Laura Basuki on top form) to help him investigate a mass slaughter
case involving the government. Along the way, he encounters an infor-
mant who hints that everything ties into the long-ago disappearance of
Gaspar’s childhood friend Kirana at the hands of a human-trafficking
crook. Director Yosep Anggi Noen puts the audience through its paces
in this visually stunning thriller.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

R18

ADAGIO

Crime and Action | Running Time:

127 minutes

2023 / Italian
Country: ltaly

Directed by: Stefano Sollima

Producer
Lorenzo Mieli, Stefano Sollima

Cast

Pierfrancesco Favino, Toni
Servillo, Valerio Mastandrea,
Adriano Giannini, Gianmarco
Franchini, Francesco Di
Leva, Lorenzo Adorini, Silvia
Salvatori

Scriptwriter
Stefano Sollima, Stefano Bises
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The Italian gangster film is reinvented with the help of three of the
country’s most prominent actors - Pierfrancesco Favino, Toni Servillo,
and Valerio Mastandrea - playing legendary but aging made men. The
Roman underworld has grown crueler and more corrupt over their
lifetimes; Adagio paints a devastating picture of their chaotic city,
ravaged by fires and blackouts, and of a country where the binding
ties of religion have frayed so much that the only bond between

men is money. The three elderly men would like to find some kind of
redemption. But it’s hard to break the cycle of crime, as 16-year-old
Manuel discovers when he is blackmailed and has to turn to his father’s
criminal pals for help.
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Drama, Sport and Documentary |

Running Time: 93 minutes The unprecedented success of Dalkurd, a football team originally set up to
. . . give young Kurdish refugees in a working-class Swedish town something
2023 / Kurdish, Swedish and English to do, is an uplifting story of triumphant underdogs that also highlights

the situation of the Kurds, the largest ethnic group in the world without a
homeland. Despite local indifference, the team rose rapidly through the
divisions to the point where we meet them, about to play a nail-biting match

Country: Irag, Sweden, United
States of America (USA) and

Canada
that could catapult them into the top tier of Swedish soccer. Along the way,
. ) we hear the players’ harrowing personal stories and grow to understand
Directed by: Kordo Doski the complex character of the club, where football is crucial but the Kurdish

struggle for independence is the name of the game.

Producer

Kordo Doski, Lina Hanson,
Jose Moreno Brooks, David
Oyelowo, Bailey Dahlgren, Paul
Canterna, Ary Dosky

Cast

Rawez Lawan, Peshraw Azizi,
Rewan Amin, Amir Azrafshan,
Adil Kizil, Andreas Brannstrom,
Ramazan Kizil

Scriptwriter
SCAN FOR MORE INFO Kordo Doski, Jose Moreno
AND SHOWTIME Brooks
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AND SHOWTIME

PG15

ANIMALIA

Science Fiction | Running Time: 90
minutes

2023 / French, Arabic and Berber
Country: France, Morocco and
Qatar

Directed by: Sofia Alaoui

Producer
Margaux Lorier, Toufik Ayadi,
Christophe Barral

Cast
Oumaima Barid, Mehdi Dehbi,
Fouad Oughaou

Scriptwriter
Sofia Alaoui
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Happily and heavily pregnant Itto (the excellent Oumaima Barid)

is looking forward to a relaxing day as her husband Amine and
forbiddingly wealthy in-laws leave for a business meeting. Then come
the warning phenomena: phones go down, a mysterious fog descends
and both animals and people start behaving strangely. As Morocco

is thrown into a state of national emergency, Itto tries to reach Amine
but is stranded midway in an eerily silent village, where the remaining
inhabitants speak as if in a daze. It is a journey into an ethereal
unknown that will call into question everything Itto believes the world
and her own privileged way of life.
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2023 / English

Country: United Kingdom, Hungary The Nobel Prize-winning novelist and playwright Samuel Beckett

shunned publicity, living in France from his student years until his

and Belgium death in 1989. In a riveting performance, Irish actor Gabriel Byrne
portrays two versions of the writer embodying different aspects of his
Directed by: James Marsh personality: one racked with guilty memories and self-recrimination,

the other a happier spirit who believes love and pleasure are our
salvation in a grim world. These inner dialogues punctuate a series of
chapters covering the writer’s life, from childhood through his move to
France, where he gets a job as assistant to his mentor, James Joyce,
before he joins the French Resistance in acclaimed director James
Marsh’s inspiring movie.

Producer
Michael Livingstone, Viktoria
Petranyi, Tom Thostrup

Cast

Aidan Gillen, Gabriel Byrne,
Maxine Peake, Bronagh
Gallagher

SCAN FOR MORE INFO Scriptwriter
AND SHOWTIME Neil Forsyth
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Drama | Running Time: 119 minutes
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2022 / English
Country: United States of America

(USA) When the Larusso family moves from Brooklyn to Staten Island, mother
) i i Francine (played by the director) hopes they will be far enough from
Directed by: Jennifer Esposito the city’s criminal networks to forget about how her husband finances

their luxe lifestyle. But business is all about family in the Mafia, which
leaves unhappy youngest daughter Rose (Emily Bader) in a quandary: if
she breaks free from the Mob, will she make enemies out of her mother
and sister, both mob wives but also the people closest to her? Original
and emotionally complex, this is a story about the people ignored or
sidelined in almost all the mafia movies ever made: the women born,
raised and married to a world they are not allowed to leave.

Producer

Leslie Owen, Samantha
Sprecher, Christine Crokos,
Jennifer Esposito

Cast

Emily Bader, Odessa Azion,
Jennifer Esposito, Domenick
Lombardozzi, Nicholas Cirillo,
Annabella Sciorra, Taylor Hand

SCAN FOR MORE INFO Scriptwriter
AND SHOWTIME Jennifer Esposito
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AND SHOWTIME

PG15

HESITATION
WOUND

Crime and Drama | Running Time:
84 minutes

2023 / Turkish
Country: Turkey, France, Romania
and Spain

Directed by: Selman Nacar

Producer
Burak Gevik, Diloy Gilln,
Selman Nacar

Cast

Tiilin Ozen, Ogulcan Arman
Uslu, Glgin Kiiltir Sahin,
Vedat Erincin, Erdem Senocak

Scriptwriter
Selman Nacar
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Criminal lawyer Canan (an excellent Tulin Ozen) faces the last day of

a murder trial in which she is defending a factory worker accused of
killing his boss; her client’s scar is the “hesitation wound” of the title. As
usual, she has spent the night by her comatose mother’s hospital bed,
but she is never less than elegant, incisive and in control, even as a key
witness goes missing and the courtroom’s ceiling plaster starts falling
down during her closing speech. Her sister argues they should let

their mother die, but Canan can't just let go of anything. A remarkable
portrait of a woman dealing with the failing Turkish legal system while
facing her own demons and decisions.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG15

HOPELESS

Drama | Running Time: 124 minutes

2023 / Korean
Country: South Korea

Directed by: Kim Chang-Hoon

Producer
Jae-Duk Han

Cast
Xa-Bin Hong, Joong-Ki Song,
Kim Hyung-Seo

Scriptwriter
Kim Chang-Hoon

oo 488 Jg= joui @JI 0o wblasll Lalys adshaill daudll & oS! laiwal] p3&5
@Alll.\anSd;lsUMgMa:" 28 gl J:dlam):dl,lkdloslplbu.\m
wlg 20j 8 0o il (o2 L] Eig0) «ou v (ja Lol dug e lgikly
gy 0§ dendti dzy w23 0 g s 01K J] il 2o 8yzxgll plovusd Kl
& it - (S o= @igw ) «oper (sto» ol el il a0 0 ol
38 gy Sl - atlonll duslyaall § Ldralel] egrlalall ] oat> JSug ulgll
Bldl 0 (ra i o) 968 I 00ty Widie dMle «ugaz o> 2o aidlle uai
28185 @lid Jemy i Ua)l sl wbgiy oyéll wuwiSl gaadll 3l @l .08l asy 13
el 926 & yuiss Al «

From the classy end of the Korean extreme cinema spectrum, this
gangland drama about a boy drawn inexorably into the orbit of his local
crime boss is as sad and ultra-violent as the title promises, but it’s
thoughtful too. Yeon-gyu (Hong Xa-bin) fends off blows from his drunk-
en stepfather and dreams of emigrating with his mother to somewhere
peaceful. Instead, he finds himself stealing and stripping motorbikes for
local boss Chi-geon (superstar Song Joong-ki) - eventually and inevita-
bly moving into their murky dealings in local politics — to pay off a petty
debt. His relationship with Chi-geon becomes that of an apprentice to
a master; he will never escape this life now. Sombre storytelling spliced
with crunching bouts of violence makes Hopeless a bracing trip to hell.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

R15

HOUNDS

Thriller | Running Time: 94 minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Morocco, France, Belgium
and Qatar

Directed by: Kamal Lazraq

Producer
Said Hamich Benlarbi

Cast

Ayoub Elaid, Abdelatif
Masstouri, Abdellah Lebkiri,
Lahcen Zaimouzen, Salah
Bensalah, Mohammed
Kharbouchi

Scriptwriter
Kamal Lazraq
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How to get rid of an inconvenient dead body? Father and son Hassan
(Abdellatif Masstouri) and Issam (Ayoub Elaid) are used to scraping

a living by doing jobs for Casablanca gangs, but find themselves in
deeper trouble than when a man they were ordered to kidnap dies in
their car. Hassan, clinging to a shred of decency, insists on giving the
victim a proper burial. That begins their wild goose chase through the
city’s slums in search of a resting place beyond the warring gangsters’
territories, squabbling over what to do and how to do it; this is a tense,
punchy film set in a violent milieu, but absurdly funny with it.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

R18

KILL

Action, Adventure and Drama |
Running Time: 115 minutes

2023 / Hindi
Country: India

Directed by: Nikhil Nagesh Bhat

Producer

Karan Johar, Apoorva Mehta,
Guneet Monga, Kapoor &
Achin Jain

Cast
Lakshay Lalwani, Tanya
Maniktala, Raghav Juyal

Scriptwriter
Nikhil Nagesh Bhat, Ayesha
Syed
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Toot toot, pay attention! One of the craziest and zaniest movies you’ll
likely see this decade—all the action in this martial arts epic takes place
aboard the Rajdhani Express bound for New Delhi. The plot is as thin as
the edge of a very sharp sword, and there are plenty of those brought
onto the train by a group of bandits determined to pillage everyone.
They would get away if not for a damsel needing rescuing. Handsome
Amrit (Lakshya) and his best buddy, Viresh, are on a rescue mission, de-
termined to save Amrit’s sweetheart Tulika (Tanya Maniktala) before she
is married off by her family. To save her, they must stave off the bandits.
The martial arts and murder choreography must be seen to be believed.
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Comedy and Drama | Running Time:
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122 minutes

2023 / Hindi

Country: India Poignant and funny by turns, this play on mistaken identity takes place

) ) in rural India in 2001. Two brides (Pratibha Ranta and Nitanshi Goel,

Directed by: Kiran Rao both revelatory) accidentally get off their train at the wrong stations
to meet their respective husbands. In a classic comedy of errors,
Deepak (Sparsh Shrivastava) escorts the wrong veiled woman from the
overnight train, only realizing his mistake when he gets home, while his
actual bride is left to fend for herself in a desolate station. A search for
her begins, led by a goofy police officer (Ravi Kishan), but it may be that
these newlyweds are not so lost after all. A perfect family movie, with
Bollywood legend Aamir Khan on board as a producer

Producer

Aamir Khan, Faryal Kiran, Jyoti

Deshpande

Cast

Nitanshi Goel, Pratibha
Ranta, Sparsh Shrivastava,
Ravi Kishan, Chhaya Kadam,
Atishay Jain Akhil, Shivam
Ghawariya, Daood Hussain,
Kirti Shreeyansh Jain

Scriptwriter
SCAN FOR MORE INFO Sneha Desai, Divyanidhi
AND SHOWTIME Sharma, Biplab Goswami




SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

R15

MARS EXPRESS

Animation, Action, Science Fiction,
Thriller and Mystery | Running Time:
85 minutes

2023 / French
Country: France

Directed by: Jérémie Périn

Producer
Didier Creste

Cast
Léa Drucker, Mathieu Amalric

Scriptwriter
Laurent Sarfati, Jérémie Périn
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Aline is a hard-bitten private detective with a drinking problem; her
buddy Carlos is actually a collection of data scraped from a soldier
who died in battle, reassigned to a cyborg’s body. Reluctantly
joining forces with Roberta, a rogue hacker, the detectives uncover a
fiendish plot to implant robots with code that will turn them savage,
leading inevitably to war. Set in a distant future, when Mars is a good
neighbourhood and Earth a mere slum, this stylishly animated sci-fi
engages with questions that seem ripped from the news - If Al can do
everything, what will humans do? Will they turn against us? - laced
through an intricate thriller. With more than a whiff of anime, this is
hard sci-fi at its otherworldly best.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG15

MOTHER, COUCH

Dark Comedy | Running Time: 96
minutes

2023 / English
Country: United States of America
(USA)

Directed by: Niclas Larsson

Producer
Sara Murphy, Alex Black, Ella
Bishop, Pau Suris

Cast

Ewan Mcgregor, Rhys Ifans,
Taylor Russel, Ellen Burstyn,
Lake Bell, Lara Flynn Boyle, F .
Murray Abraham

Scriptwriter
Niclas Larsson
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An all-star cast of troubled middle-aged siblings - Ewan McGregor, Rhys Ifans and
Lara Flynn Boyle - converge on a furniture store where their mother, played by a
superbly irascible Ellen Burstyn, refuses to get off a green display couch. Younger
son David (McGregor) habitually takes responsibility for her, but he is crumbling under
pressure; elder son Gruffudd (Ifans) is primarily focused on making a grotesque play
for the sweet young store assistant (Taylor Russell) and chain-smoking daughter
Linda (Boyle) clearly can’t be bothered with any of them. From this starting point in
recognisable family dysfunction, Larsson’s film gathers speed as it heads towards a
wildly surreal finale nobody - least of all this muddled family - could have expected.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG15

RANSOMED

Action and Thriller | Running Time:
132 minutes

2023 / Korean, Arabic, English and
French
Country: South Korea

Directed by: Seong Hun Kim

Producer
Yi-Jun Choung, Yeo Mi-Jung

Cast
Burn Gorman, Ha Jung-Woo,
Ju Ji-Hoon

Scriptwriter
Kim Jung-Yeon, Yeo Mi-Jung
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At the beginning of 1986, Korean diplomat Do Chae-sung was abducted
in Lebanon and disappeared for a year before his government managed
to pay a ransom to his gangland kidnappers and get him out. This grim
story has been transformed into a buddy action-comedy, a hugely
satisfying entertainment with all the gun battles, daring escapes and
well-choreographed car chases through Beirut that any action geek
could want. At its center are straitlaced bureaucrat Lee Min-Joon

(Ha Jung-woo) and a shady Korean taxi-driver Pansu (Ju Ji-hoon)

who rescues him at the airport from a hail of bullets and becomes his
unlikely fixer. The two actors’ obvious rapport enlivens the old trope of
the squabbling odd couple; meanwhile, the suspense never lets up.



SNOW

SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

R15

SNOW IN

MIDSUMMER

Drama and Historical | Running
Time: 116 minutes

2023 / Mandarin, Malay and Yue
(inc. Cantonese)

Country: Malaysia, Taiwan R.O.C.

and Singapore

Directed by: Keat Aun Chong

Producer

Albert Yao, Gene Yao, Kew
Soon Wong, Wai Thong Chow,
Jennifer Jao

Cast

Wan Fang, Pearlly Chua, Rexen
Cheng, Pauline Tan, Peter Yu,
Alvin Wong

Scriptwriter
Keat Aun Chong
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On May 13, 1969, Ah Eng and her mother go to see the Chinese opera
The Injustice to Dou E, a 13th-century story of a wrongly convicted
woman who calls down dreadful weather events on her executioners.
That night, sectarian riots between Malays and ethnic Chinese erupt,
killing 196 people while the girl and her mother hide behind the stage
all night, emerging to find the rest of their family is dead. In a second
chapter set 50 years later, Ah Eng returns to the district to try to find
traces of this traumatic history. Everything has changed - even graves
are being ripped up - but some unexpected encounters reveal how
deeply past events have seared and scarred the present.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

R15

THE BRAID

Drama | Running Time: 120 minutes

2023 / English, Italian and Hindi
Country: France

Directed by: Laetitia Colombani

Producer
Olivier Delbosc, Carolina lorio,
Marc Missonnier

Cast

Sarah Abbot, Katherine
Adams, Fotini Peluso, Sarah
Camacho, Marcel Jeannin, Mia
Maelzer

Scriptwriter
Laetitia Colombani
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Laetitia Colombani’s assured adaptation of her own best-selling novel weaves
together three stories of female struggle and perseverance across three continents.
Smita (Mia Maelzer) is an Indian “untouchable”, literally shovelling human
excrement. In Puglia, Italy, Giulia (Fotina Puluso) is a confident, bookish young
woman trying to keep her father’s wig business afloat after he goes into a coma. At
the other end of the social spectrum in Montreal, Sarah (Kim Raver) is a successful
lawyer on the verge of a senior partnership, trying to cover up an ill-timed cancer
diagnosis. Colombani cuts between these three determined, sometimes reckless
women, tracking echoes and parallels as well as the obvious contrasts between
their levels of affluence, while moving towards an emotional finale.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

R15

THE

DELINQUENTS

Fiction, Comedy and Drama |
Running Time: 189 minutes

2023 / Spanish
Country: Argentina, Brazil,
Luxembourg and Chile

Directed by: Rodrigo Moreno

Producer
Ezequiel Borovinsky

Cast

German De Silva, Adriana
Aizenberg, lair Said, Lalo
Rotaveria, Javier Zoro Sutton,
Cecilia Rainero, Gabriela
Saidon, Mariana Chaud,
Margarita Molfino, Esteban
Bigliardi, Daniel Elias, Laura
Paredes, Fabian Casas

Scriptwriter
Rodrigo Moreno
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Two mutinous bank tellers, both sick of their day jobs, plot a robbery
that will have the police baffled. It is a familiar enough starting point,
but The Delinquents then proceeds to contradict every convention

of a heist movie. The robbery goes smoothly; the robber actually
wants to be caught; there are no guns or car chases and, ultimately,
nobody really cares about the money. Before his arrest, Moran (Daniel
Elias) tells Roman (Esteban Bigliardi) to hide their stolen swag at his
favourite riverside picnic spot. There Roman meets a woman who

will change his life, after which the film becomes something quite
different: contemplative, romantic and as enjoyable as a long, hot day
spent by a running stream.
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109 minutes

2022 / Farsi

Country: Iran Yousef manages a successful veterinary practice for cattle from a

) i ) i village in the vast Sari region of Iran, regularly visiting remote farms in

Directed by: Amir Hossein Asgari the surrounding area. During a particularly harsh winter, hungry wolves
attack a herd of cattle and Yousef is badly burned when a barn catches
fire and he tries to save the cattle inside. This grim succession of
events leaves him with an obsessive hatred for wolves that only starts
to mellow when he meets a woman who is a keen environmentalist.
Against this background, the immediate story revolves around the
disappearance of Khorshid, the daughter of Yousef’s friend Khali. The
villagers join forces to help search for her until a secret is revealed.

Producer

Hassan Mostafavi

Cast

Amin Hayaei, Ladan Mostofi,
Majid Salehi, Noushin
Masoudian, Sadegh Malek,
Amir Saffari

Scriptwriter

Amir Mohammad Abdi, Seyed
SCAN FOR MORE INFO Hassan Hosseini, Amir Hossein
AND SHOWTIME Asgari
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AND SHOWTIME

PG15

THE MOTHER OF

ALL LIES

Documentary, Biography and Drama

| Running Time: 96 minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Morocco, Egypt, Saudi
Arabia and Qatar

Directed by: Asmae El Moudir

Producer
Asmae EI Moudir, Mark Lotfy

Cast

Zahra , Mohamed EI Moudir,
Ouardia Zorkani, Abdallah Ez
Zouid, Said Masrour, Asmae
El Moudir

Scriptwriter
Asmae EI Moudir
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Family secrets and national shame blend and reflect each other in this
inventive, involving documentary. Frustrated and mystified that there
are no photographs of her as a child, the director sets about building
an intricate model of the house and neighborhood where she grew up
in Casablanca. It is a project that soon involves friends and family -
including El Moudi’s terrifying grandmother, a late-blooming star - who
start to recall fragments of a wider forgotten history: the Casablanca
bread riots of 1981 in which an estimated 600 people died. Traumatic
events that have long been shrouded in silence are brought to light,
often with laughter: the truth is painful, but also healing.
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AND SHOWTIME

PG15

THE UNIVERSAL
THEORY

Thriller and Fiction | Running Time:
100 minutes

2023 / German, French and Italian
Country: Germany, Austria and
Switzerland

Directed by: Timm Kréger

Producer
Viktoria Stolpe, Heino Deckert

Cast

Jan Biilow, Olivia Ross, Hanns
Zischler, Gottfried Breitfuss,
David Bennet, Philippe Graber,
Imogene Kogge

Scriptwriter
Roderick Warich, Timm Kréger
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A congress for theoretical physicists in the snow-covered Swiss Alps is the
spectacular setting for this truly extraordinary film, which plays with the idea of the
multiverse and the infinite possibilities it suggests. Doctoral student Johannes (Jan
Bulow) arrives with his disagreeable supervisor, expecting to hear an eminent Iranian
scientist talk about his theory of quantum mechanics. But the keynote speaker
doesn’t show up, another scientist is murdered, strange and apparently poisonous
clouds billow overhead and, most mysteriously of all, there are ominous roars coming
from tunnels rumoured to run under the mountains. Meanwhile, Johannes is falling
for the hotel’s enigmatic pianist (Olivia Ross) who seems to know things about him he
hasn’t told anyone - not in this universe, anyway.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG15

THIIIRD

Documentary | Running Time: 94
minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Lebanon, Qatar and Saudi
Arabia

Directed by: Karim Kassem

Producer
Karim Kassem

Cast
Fouad Mahouly, Mohammad
Gharib, Nadim Mehreb

Scriptwriter
Karim Kassem, Nadia Hassan
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A dilapidated garage on the outskirts of Beirut becomes a microcosm of Lebanon

itself — a country not only questioning its future, but whether a future is even possible

- in this vivid portrait of a car mechanic (Fouad Mahouly) whose customers require
fixing as much as their cars. The film observes the daily routine of Fouad’s workshop

in documentary detail, but it is the lives of the people he offers coffee while their cars
are repaired that are the director’s focus. Two young men rehearse a play as they wait
for their car to be serviced; a woman’s life is revealed in a tearful phone conversation
and another customer shakes with anxiety, while the financial and social collapse of
the country beyond Fouad’s yard affects them all. Their collective story, which goes
beyond their immediate lives to explore the meaning of existence, unfolds like a dream.



R15 sl g Pitch Perfect «eidy i dlulis cro d8g jall «ly jiS B aliall
ISy a0 Lg) 1ol J5l § bl blina )95 § s Lgundiy (Al ieuadlSl 2K, o8

WO MAN O F TH E 19VA ale  puwol S0l ST dagy Juubuill JHaU asbudonll @slyznll J] 13bikl 51,
Syl J.a.\_u {492 3alll The Dating Game «8aclgll duwl «a.ab)) @ b luie

H 0 U R il 2815 dliao 29 «gdsly b Jlacly dsdl > Jlach gu sgautll
@l eyl Ladlocg duslll Joo asall o5 dtiall Ll 3ojs5 Jal e Loyl Jl o

agdl wlayagll Jgms daclsll alyy W Jo e JSay 8polaa Jii S alsud

bl a5 54830y L Al pazly Jloll sludl O ddids Jomg BTyl s caisll

Thriller | Running Time: 89 minutes

Actor Anna Kendrick, familiar from the Pitch Perfect series as a
classic American sweetheart, here casts herself in a very different

i ind of role in her superbly controlled directorial debut. Based on
2023 / English ) kind of role in h bl lled d I debut. Based
Country: United States of America the true crimes of serial killer Rodney Alcala, who in 1978 became a
(USA) successful contestant on the television show The Dating Game, the

taut narrative cuts between Alcala’s grisly doings and those of Sheryl
Bradshaw, a struggling actor who goes on the show in the hope

of boosting her career. Swirling through the game and its terrifying
aftermath are questions that remain unhappily contemporary: about
the morality of dating shows, about everyday threats of violence
against women and about the fact that women who had encountered
Alcala simply were not believed.

Directed by: Anna Kendrick

Producer
Roy Lee, Miro Yoo, J.d. Lifshitz,
Raphael Margules

Cast

Anna Kendrick, Tony Hale,
Daniel Zovatto, Nicolette
Robinson

SCAN FOR MORE INFO Scriptwriter
AND SHOWTIME lan Maccallister Mcdonald
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A celebration of Arab creativity, films and personalities. The pulse of Arab talent can
be felt in this section with carefully curated commercial and independent films, award
winners, and regional premieres.
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SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG15

A NOSE AND
THREE EYES

Romance and Drama | Running
Time: 105 minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Egypt and United Arab
Emirates

Directed by: Amir Ramses

Producer
Shahinaz El Akkad, Lagoonie
Film Production, Rise Studios

Cast

Dhafer L’abidine, Saba
Mubarak, Salma Abu Deif,
Amina Khalil

Scriptwriter
Wael Hamdy
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An adaptation of the late Egyptian literary colossus lhssan
Abdoulkoudos’s novel of the same name, this charming film examines
the life of a man torn between three women. Hashem, a prominent
plastic surgeon in his late ‘40s, consults Aliaa the psychiatrist to help
explain his attraction to a much younger woman, Ruba, who manages
his social media account. Wondering if Ruba may resemble Hashem’s
mother, Aliaa instructs him to start writing a journal about his past
relationships. Hashem is doubtful but, when he runs into another
former flame on his way out of Aalia’s rooms, the pieces start to fall into
place. Dhafer L’Abidine gives a compelling performance in a film that
continues Egyptian cinema’s tradition of honouring Arab literature.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG15

BACKTO
ALEXANDRIA

Drama | Running Time: 90 minutes

2023 / Arabic and French
Country: France, Switzerland and
Egypt

Directed by: Tamer Ruggli

Producer
Francine Lusser, Gérard
Monier, Laurine Pelassy

Cast

Nadine Labaki, Fanny Ardant,
Laila Ezz El Arab, Hazem Ehab,
Menha El Batraoui, Eva Monti,
Enaam Salousa

Scriptwriter
Tamer Ruggli, Marianne Brun,
Yousry Nasrallah
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The complexities of the bonds between mothers and daughters

are brought to life by celebrated French diva Fanny Ardant and
internationally awarded Lebanese director Nadine Labaki, who gets

to show her acting chops here. Labaki plays Sue, a forty-something
psychotherapist who returns from Switzerland to her native Egypt to
mend bridges with her eccentric, aristocratic and now dying mother
Fairouz (Ardant). During her journey, she is haunted by memories and
mixed feelings, arguing with Fairouz’s voice in her head as she seeks
out the special places of her childhood and once again encounters the
smells, sounds, colours and characters of her homeland.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG15

FEVER DREAM

Drama and Comedy | Running Time:
191 minutes

2023 / Arabic and English
Country: Saudi Arabia

Directed by: Faris Godus

Producer
Sohayb Godus

Cast

Sohayb Godus, Najm , Hakeem
Jomah, Fatima Al-Banawi,
Ismael Al-Hassan, Nour
Alkhadra

Scriptwriter
Godus Bros, Omar Bahabri,
Njm
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(Abdulsamad) A retired football star, notorious and
oppressed by the media, cooperates with his daughter
(Ahlam) in an opportunity to take revenge on the social
media portal. They find an opportunity to work with
(Alaa) and (Hakeem), the most famous PR agents for
influencers and talents in the country. Together, they
work on marketing the largest real estate projects

that increases their greed, and with the passage of
events, more hidden truths are revealed, and the more
Abdulsamad and Ahlam dive into the dream of fame and
stardom, the greater their involvement.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

R15

FOUR
DAUGHTERS

Feature Documentary | Running
Time: 110 minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: France, Saudi Arabia,
Germany and Tunisia

Directed by: Kaouther Ben Hania

Producer

Habib Attia, Nadim
Cheikhrouha, Thanassis
Karathanos, Martin Hampel

Cast

Hend Sabri, Olfa Hamrouni,
Eya Chikhaoui, Tayssir
Chikhaoui, Nour Karoui, Ishrak
Matar, Majd Mastoura

Scriptwriter
Jean-Christophe Hym, Qutaiba
Barhamiji, Kaouther Ben Hania
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The Chikhaoui family hit the news in 2016 when two of the formidable
Olfa Houmani’s four teenage daughters left Tunisia to fight with Daesh
in Libya. Speaking to camera in Ben Hania’s remarkable docufiction,
Olfa sometimes blames the government - for allowing jihadist preachers
to push their views - and sometimes blames her own harsh, often cruel
brand of smother love as the director burrows into this divided family’s
painful dynamic. Two actors play the fugitive rebels in scenes recreating
the past, while the younger girls play themselves; Olfa sometimes
speaks for herself and sometimes watches as star Hend Sabry stands
in for her. Shown in competition in Cannes.
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Drama | Running Time: 120 minutes

2023 / Arabic

ntry: i Arabia and Egypt
Country: Saudi Arabia and Egyp Hajjan is both an adventure story and a moving account

. of the deep bond that can develop between human and

Directed by: Abu Bakr Shawky animal. Matar is the youngest child in a Saudi family of
camel jockeys. When his brother falls during a race and
is killed, Matar is supposed to move in with family in
the city while his own camel, Hofara, is sold for meat.
Instead he becomes a jockey himself, working for a
ruthless racing baron until he and Hofara are forced to
go on the run together, making a life-threatening journey
through the desert in search of freedom and a better life.
Shot largely in Tabuk on Saudi’s Red Sea coast.

Producer
Majed Z. Samman, Mohamed
Hefzy

Cast

Omar Al Atawi, Azzam Nemr,
Toleen Barbood, Abdulmohsen
Alnemr, Shaimaa Al Tayeb,
Ibrahim Alhasawi, Mohamed
Hilal

Scriptwriter
SCAN FOR MORE INFO Mufarrij Almajfel, Omar Shama,
AND SHOWTIME Abu Bakr Shawky
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AND SHOWTIME

PG15

HWJN

Fantasy, Romance and Drama |
Running Time: 118 minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Saudi Arabia and United
Arab Emirates

Directed by: Yasir Alyasiri

Producer
Yasir Alyasiri, Majid Alansari,
Saad Abutaily

Cast

Alanoud Saud, Nour Alkhadra,

Baraa Alem, Mohsen Mansour,
Naif Aldaferi, Shaimaa Al Tayeb

Scriptwriter
Ibrahim Abbas, Yasir Alyasiri,
Sara Taibah, Hussam Alhulwah
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Based on the best-selling Saudi fantasy novel by Ibraheem Abbas,
Hwijn is set in a world where djinn have crossed a traditional barrier
and are living invisibly among humans. Hwjn’s life is turned upside
down when a human family moves into his own family’s Jeddah home,
oblivious to the fact it is already occupied by magical beings. Open-
hearted Hwjn (Baraa Alem) is increasingly fascinated by these alien
interlopers, especially by beautiful Sawsan, a medical student (Nour
Alkhadra). Could a portal open between their respective dimensions?
And if it did, would that bring about harmony, or a war between the
worlds? Sumptuous and romantic, Hwjn takes us on a journey into a
kingdom of the imagination where anything seems possible.
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AND SHOWTIME

R15

KHALED

EL SHEIKH:
BETWEEN THE
THORNS OF ART
AND POLITICS

Documentary | Running Time: 42
minutes

2022 / Arabic
Country: Saudi Arabia

Directed by: Jamal Kutbi

Producer
Maysam Almunaie, Saleh
Basalamah

Cast
Khaled Al-Sheikh, Samawa
Alshaikh

Scriptwriter
Jamal Kutbi
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Bahraini singer Khaled Al-Sheikh’s name is synonymous
with musical innovation, which has brought him
numerous awards but also divided his audience. This
film traces his creative and public journey, from his
beginnings as a student in Kuwait University. In this
film, we follow Khaled Al-Sheikh’s journey from Kuwait,
where he started out studying economics and political
sciences, to the Conservatory in Egypt after he dropped
out to study music, to his years in the spotlight.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

R15

NAGA

Thriller and Comedy | Running Time:

112 minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Saudi Arabia

Directed by: Meshal Aljaser

Producer
Almotaz Aljefri

Cast
Adwa Bader, Yazeed Almajyul,
Jubran Al Jubran, Amal Alharbi

Scriptwriter
Meshal Aljaser
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After her father drops her off at the market, Sarah dis-
creetly sneaks away on a date in the hopes of seamless-
ly returning before her curfew. What starts off as a quiet
drive in the desert soon spirals into a hazy adventure
involving an underground party, a broken-down car, and
a vindictive camel. Using a mix of wit and grit, she must
escape a series of bizarre situations and meet up with
her father before the clock strikes 10:00pm.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

R15

SHAMAREEKH

Action and Romance | Running
Time: 110 minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Egypt

Directed by: Amr Salama

Producer
Ahmed Fahmy, Hany Naguib

Cast

Asser Yassin, Amina Khalil,
Khaled Elsawy, Adam
Elsharkawy, Samy Maghawry,
Moustafa Darwish, Mahmoud
Elsarrag, Huda EI Mufti

Scriptwriter
Amr Salama
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Raouf, the illegitimate son of ruthless Egyptian arms dealer Salim Ahel,
works in the shadows doing his father’s dirty work and hoping one day
to be recognised as family. Assassinations are his specialty. He loses
his resolve, however, when he is told to eliminate Amina, daughter of
one of his previous victims, when she starts hunting her father’s killer.
Instead, he helps her to escape Ahel’s clutches and flees with her.
What next? When Amina finds out who Raouf is, will she kill him? Or
will he kill her first? Maybe Ahel’s legitimate son, in hot pursuit of the
runaways, will kill them both? With the help of an all-star cast, Salama
keeps us on the edges of our seats.
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Time: 94 minutes

2023 / Arabic and English
Country: United Arab Emirates and
Thailand

A psychological horror in which western and traditional Arab belief
systems alternately clash and merge over a boy who is believed to
be possessed. Ahmed (newcomer Saud Alzarooni) is being bullied
at school and starts behaving strangely; his mother Maryam is
Directed by: Nayla Alkhaja persuaded by her sister that he must be cursed and takes him to a
traditional healer, after which he has a cataclysmic nightmare and
his condition only gets worse. A committed British doctor ( Jeffer-
son Hall), initially sceptical about any claims of the “evil eye”, must
set aside his beliefs and immerse himself in the boy’s own culture if
he is to be saved. The film draws us into a fascinating world, where
we may well question our own convictions.

Producer

Jean-Charles Felix Levy, Nayla
Alkhaja, Daniel Zirilli, Sultan
Saeed Al Darmaki

Cast
Jefferson Hall, Faten Ahmed,
Noura Alabed, Saud Alzarooni

SCAN FOR MORE INFO Scriptwriter
AND SHOWTIME Nayla Alkhaja, Ben Williams
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AND SHOWTIME

PG15

YESTERDAY
AFTER
TOMORROW

Science Fiction | Running Time: 120
minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Saudi Arabia

Directed by: Abdulghani Alsaigh

Producer
Omar Ashmouni

Cast

Ismael Al-Hassan, Ahmad
Alsadam, Lana Komsany,
Abdulaziz Barnawi, Summer
Shesha, Naif Aldaferi,
Mohammed Tarek

Scriptwriter
Omar Ashmouni
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After moving back to their childhood home, two brothers
who live with their widowed mother, find an old door that
opens a portal to the past, to a time when their father
was alive. The longer they stay in there to try and make
contact with their father whom they have never met, the
faster they start to materialize. In their attempts they
find themselves stuck in the past. Now, they must find

a way to get back to their timeline and reunite with their
mother. Meanwhile, in the present timeline, the mother
grows extremely worried about his sons’ disappearance.
Not knowing what to do, she seeks help from their
bestfriend. Together they embark on a journey to solve
the mystery of what happened to them.



This program presents cinema from around the globe, featuring
celebrated auteurs and international filmmaking icons. This section
will showcase some of the most highly anticipated and talked about
films of the year, shown for the first time in the Arab world.

CHICKEN RUN: DAWN OF THE NUGGET FERRARI SILENT NIGHT
COPA 71 ORIGIN THE BOY AND THE HERON
DAMMI PRISCILLA THE PRESIDENT’S WIFE
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SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG
CHICKEN RUN:
DAWN OF THE
NUGGET

Animation, Adventure and Comedy |
Running Time: 85 minutes

2023 / English
Country: United Kingdom

Directed by: Sam Fell

Producer
Steve Pegram, Leyla Hobart

Voice Cast

Zachary Levi, Thandiwe
Newton, Bella Ramsey, Imelda
Staunton, Lynn Ferguson,
David Bradley, Jane Horrocks,
Romesh Ranganathan, Daniel
Mays, Josie Sedgwick-
Davies, Peter Serafinowicz,
Nick Mohammed, Miranda
Richardson

Scriptwriter
Karey Kirkpatrick, John
O’farrell, Rachel Tunnard
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Fans of the first Chicken Run will remember how Ginger the plucky
hen led her flock to freedom from evil Mrs Tweedy’s battery farm. Now
she has found her life’s dream: a peaceful island sanctuary, far from
the dangers of the finger-lickin’ human world, where she and cocky
Rocky can raise their chick Molly. Back on the mainland, however,

all of chicken-kind faces a new horror: a farm so deceptively alluring
that bird-brained poultry flock there voluntarily — only to get the chop.
When Molly falls into this bird-trap, Ginger and her team go full Mission
Impossible to get her out . “Last time, we broke out of a chicken farm,”
says Ginger, rallying the troops. “Well, this time, we’re breaking in!”



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG
COPA 71

Documentary | Running Time: 90
minutes

2023 / English, Spanish, Italian and
French
Country: United Kingdom

Directed by: Rachel Ramsay,
James Erskine

Producer
Victoria Gregory, Jannat Gargi,
Anna Godas

Scriptwriter
Rachel Ramsay, James
Erskine, Victoria Gregory
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August, 1971. FIFA may have refused to recognise the event as the first Women’s
World Cup, but that didn’t deter the teams who came together from England, Argen-
tina, France, Denmark and Italy to play against each other in Mexico. For the teams,

it was a huge event: sponsorship was lavish, there was merchandise on every street
corner, 110,000 roaring fans filled the historic Azteca stadium with noise and the
players were treated like rock stars. In this captivating documentary, those pioneering
women tell joyous stories of an international landmark event, while current players ask
why they have never even heard of it. As a women’s event outside FIFA’s control, it was
simply written out of football history — until now.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG15

DAMMI

Drama | Running Time: 16 minutes

2023 / English and French
Country: France and United
Kingdom

Directed by: Yann Mounir
Demange

Producer

Alexandre Mattiussi, Gary
Farkas, Clément Lepoutre,
Olivier Muller, Rosa Attab,
Maéva Tenneroni

Cast

Riz Ahmed, Souheila Yacoub,
Yousfi Henine, Isabelle Adjani,
Sandor Funtek

Scriptwriter
Yann Mounir Demange, Rosa
Attab
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Returning from the United Kingdom to Paris, city of his birth, a man who
used to be known as Mounir (Riz Ahmed) moves through memories of
his past and surreal fragments of the present, searching for connection
with his estranged father (Yousfi Henine) and a sense of his misplaced
Arab identity. On his journey, he meets a French Algerian woman

called Hafzia (Souheila Yacoub) whose own persona suggests to him

a possible way of being. Together, they drift between recognisable
corners of Paris and stage sets that remind us this is a discussion of
ideas, while the narrative also moves between fictional realism and a
dream where dancing troupes appear out of the fog. All these fractured
moments fit together to form a fascinating picture of internal strife.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

R15

FERRARI

Drama Sport | Running Time: 130
minutes

2023 / English
Country: United States of America
(USA)

Directed by: Michael Mann

Producer

Michael Mann, Lars Sylvest,
Gareth West, Laura Rister,
Thorsten Schumacher, Andrea
lervolino, John Friedberg,
Monika Bacardi

Cast

Adam Driver, Penélope Cruz,
Shailene Woodley, Sarah
Gadon, Gabriel Leone, Jack
O’connell, Patrick Dempsey

Scriptwriter
Troy Kennedy Martin
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The year is 1957. After an impossibly glamorous youth as a star
racing driver, Formula One hero Enzo Ferrari (a stonily ruthless
Adam Driver) is now the grey-haired head of the family company.
The car company makes bespoke vehicles for kings and princes,
run a premium racing team - and is rapidly losing money. Enzo, torn
between his embittered wife (Penelope Cruz) and his mistress of 12
years (Shailene Woodley) is fixated on winning a major race which,
he hopes, will rescue Ferrari’s fortunes. Nothing - not even the body
count of dead drivers bringing shame to the sport - can get in his
way. Directed by cinema’s enduring master of classy action, Ferrari
is a white-knuckle race to the finishing line.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

R15

ORIGIN

Drama | Running Time: 135 minutes

2023 / English
Country: United States of America
(USA), India and Germany

Directed by: Ava Duvernay

Producer
Ava Duvernay, Paul Garnes

Cast

Aunjanue Ellis-Taylor, Jon
Bernthal, Niecy Nash-

Betts, Vera Farmiga, Audra
Mcdonald, Nick Offerman,
Blair Underwood, Connie
Nielsen, Emily Yancy, Jasmine
Cephas-Jones, Finn Wittock,
Victoria Pedretti, Isha Blaaker,
Myles Frost

Scriptwriter
Ava Duvernay
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A bold work, Origin confirms director Ava DuVernay (Selma) as one of cinema’s
great chroniclers of race relations. Adapted from Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist
Isabel Wilkerson’s book Caste: The Origin of Our Discontents, which itself had
its origins in an article Wilkerson wrote about the murder of Trayvon Martin, it
follows the journalist’s deep dive into the history and dynamics of oppression.
Initially, Wilkerson (Aunjanue Ellis-Taylor) tells editor Amari (Blair Underwood)
that her days as an investigative journalist are over. Once she gets her teeth into
it, however, she starts to make revelatory connections between modern-day
America, Nazi Germany and the Indian caste system. Duvernay brings these to
life using flashbacks and historical dramatisations, creating a film that is uniquely
provocative, challenging and enthralling. A must-see.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

R18

PRISCILLA

Musical, Drama and Biography |
Running Time: 110 minutes

2023 / English
Country: United States of America
(USA) and ltaly

Directed by: Sofia Coppola

Producer
Sofia Coppola, Youree Henley,
Lorenzo Mieli

Cast
Cailee Spaeny, Jacob Elordi,
Ari Cohen

Scriptwriter
Sofia Coppola, Sandra
Harmon, Priscilla Presley
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When schoolgirl Priscilla Beaulieu meets rock’n’roll superstar
Elvis Presley at a party during his military service in Germany, she
is immediately drawn into his private world. He needs an ally in
his loneliness; she is thrilled to be the confidant of the idol of her
generation. Back in America, she moves into Gracelands and sits
by the phone so that Elvis can always reach her from Hollywood or
wherever he is touring; meanwhile, he is sliding into his addiction
to pills. Based on Priscilla Presley’s memoir, the film lifts a dark
curtain on the unseen side of a great American myth in Elvis and
Priscilla’s long courtship and turbulent marriage in this deeply felt
and ravishingly detailed portrait of love, fantasy, fame and abuse.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

R18

SILENT NIGHT

Action | Running Time: 104 minutes

2023 / English
Country: United States of America
(USA)

Directed by: John Woo

Producer

Christian Mercuri, Lori Tilkin
Defelice, Basil lwanyk, Erica
Lee, John Woo

Cast

Joel Kinnaman, Scott Mescudi,
Harold Torres, Catalina
Sandino Moreno, Kid Cudi

Scriptwriter
Robert Archer Lynn
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From the producers of John Wick comes legendary Hong Kong director
Woo’s first American project in 20 years - and one of his boldest. A
gritty revenge tale featuring his trademark “bullet ballet” and “gun-
fu” stylings, it also has no dialogue: the thrill-a-minute story is told
entirely with visuals and music. Joel Kinnaman plays a tormented
father who witnesses his young son die in the crossfire during a gang
fight. While recovering from a wound that has cost him his voice, he
makes vengeance his life’s mission, undertaking a punishing training
regime before taking on the worst of the city’s criminal underworld on
Christmas Eve. A massive return to form for the pioneering director,
who redefines the genre he helped create.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG
THE BOY AND
THE HERON

Animation, Adventure and Drama |
Running Time: 124 minutes

2023 / Japanese
Country: Japan

Directed by: Hayao Miyazaki

Producer
Toshio Suzuki

Voice Cast
Soma Santoki, Masaki Suda,
Takuya Kimura

Scriptwriter
Hayao Miyazaki
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Mahito, a young 12-year-old boy, struggles to settle in

a new town after his mother’s death. However, when a
talking heron informs Mabhito that his mother is still alive,
he enters an abandoned tower in search of her, which
takes him to another world.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG15

THE
PRESIDENT’S
WIFE

Comedy | Running Time: 93 minutes

2023 / French
Country: France

Directed by: Léa Domenach

Producer
Karé Productions

Cast

Catherine Deneuve, Michel
Vuillermoz, Denis Podalydés,
Sara Giraudeau

Scriptwriter
Léa Domenach
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In her 2001 book Conversations, Bernadette Chirac described her
long marriage to the French president, Jacques Chirac, as “not just a
marriage of love, but a marriage of ambition.” Having worked behind
the scenes to push her husband’s career and endured his endless
affairs, she thought when he was elected in 1995 she would get the
position she deserved. Instead, she found herself pushed to the side
because opinion polls showed that the public found her cold and
unapproachable. Her revenge was to turn herself into a major media
figure, impeccably dressed by Karl Lagerfeld. Catherine Deneuve,
the grande dame of French cinema, plays Bernadette in this sprightly
political satire as a woman truly coming into her own.
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A comprehensive introduction to the most prominent new filmmakers and artists
from Saudi Arabia. Diverse and dynamic, these are the voices shaping the scene; from

art house features to shorts and documentaries, these are the films primed for launch
on the international circuit.

ANTIDOTE FISHY

ART BLOCK HADI ALEIES
DETOUR IM FINE

FIASCO RUN JAMEEL ALSAEED
FISHBOWL KUM-KUM
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THE MENACE FROM ABOVE
THE OLD SCHOOL

THE RIDE
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ANTIDOTE P P

Drama | Running Time: 20 minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Saudi Arabia

Directed by: Hassan Saeed

The young boy Ali seeks the folk singer to record him
with his father’s tape recorder. When the singer loses his
voice after laryngeal surgery. Ali meets the singer with
the last recording of his voice.

Producer
Ali Saeed

Cast

Abdulnasser Alzayer, Abdullah
Aljafal, Majed Alsaihati, Ali
Saiagh, Mustafa Mubark,
Rawdah Abud-Rab Alnabi,
Hasan Ramadan, Salman
Alnemer

SCAN FOR MORE INFO Scriptwriter
AND SHOWTIME Ali Saeed




SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

G
ART BLOCK

Drama and Comedy | Running Time:

5 minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Saudi Arabia

Directed by: Abdulrahman
Batawie

Producer
Abdulrahman Batawie,
Abdulelah Al Qasimi

Cast

Amin Bin Sofron, Mohammed
Yaser, Abdulelah Al Qasimi,
Wajdi Al Sadi

Scriptwriter
Abdulelah Al Qasimi
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Abood is a star designer at an innovative advertising agency,

where he is much admired for his distinctive creative abilities. One
morning, Abood arrives at work to find a pile of tasks waiting in his
email inbox, including a project due to be delivered at 2pm. Wor-
ried, he tries to rush to finish the task but falls asleep at his desk,
exhausted. When he wakes up, he is suffering from a strange iliness
and cannot seem to produce anything; his colleagues notice and
try to help, but to no avail. His deadline comes and goes. Abood
goes to his manager to explain what is happening and, much to his
surprise, experiences a miracle recovery.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG15

DETOUR

Drama | Running Time: 37 minutes

2022 / No dialogue
Country: Saudi Arabia

Directed by: Dhafer Alshehri

Producer
Hattan Aldousary

Cast
Bader Abuhmail

Scriptwriter
Dhafer Alshehri
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A simple employee with innocent dreams works in a
detour for a project belonging to a company in a remote
area. The area’s remoteness affects his life and takes all
his dreams away from him.
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G
FIASCO RUN

Comedy | Running Time: 13 minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Saudi Arabia

Directed by: Sultan Rabea

After a long night out, Samer’s efforts
to lay down and sleep gets repeatedly
interrupted by his family.

Producer
Mohammed Alzubaidi

Cast

Ayman Mutahar, Fahad
Alshahrani, Yasmeen Alkhamis,
Thamer Alharbi, Abdulwahab
Bin Shaddad, Bader Albalawi,
Yazeed Almajyul, Abdulbagi
Ahmed

SCAN FOR MORE INFO Scriptwriter
AND SHOWTIME Sultan Rabea
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Drama and Experimental | Running e e 8ybsall aglsls al) § wgst dgrdd o
Time: 15 minutes

2023 / Arabic

" 0 Alia has a secret passion: she wants to be a screenwriter. After years
Country: Saudi Arabia e B

of suppressing her ambition, she resolves to turn one of her stories
into a film. Surprisingly, she finds herself confronting her innermost
Directed by: Reema Almaijid fears, embodied as reality in every scene. When she reveals her plan
to her husband, whom she has supported in his work for years, his
reaction shocks her. She sees how her life has unfolded, starting
with elementary school dominated by an authoritarian teacher, to her
secondary school where she had to confront a friend, until she was
first married and in conflict with the family’s and society’s expecta-
tions. She realises that, in telling her story, she is on an inner journey
towards taking control of her life.

Producer
Fahad Alotaibi

Cast

Rand Algosaibi, Ghada Aboud,
Fatima Alshareef, Yasser
Almuslim, Nada Alshehry,
Akeel Alali, Yasmeen Alkhamis,
Majed Alturki

Scriptwriter
SCAN FOR MORE INFO Reema Almajid, Marwa Fahad
AND SHOWTIME Sogati




SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG
FISHY

Drama and Animation | Running
Time: 7 minutes

2022 / Arabic
Country: Saudi Arabia

Directed by: Alabbas Hamidaddin

Producer
Alabbas Hamidaddin

Voice Cast
Magdi Wadei, Ahmed Samir

Scriptwriter
Alabbas Hamidaddin, Ibrahim
Mosa
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In a time of war, adults invest all their hope in making
their children happy. All Layali and her brother Shadi
want is to buy and care for a pet fish but, just as they
get home with their new friend, war breaks out around
them. Their house is destroyed and their lives changed
forever. There is only one thing - the bleakest of
options - they can do.



G
HADI ALEIES

Documentary | Running Time: 30
minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Saudi Arabia

Directed by: Abdullah Saharti

Producer
SCAN FOR MORE INFO Majed Z. Samman, Amer
AND SHOWTIME Alaraishi
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Camels remain central to life and culture in the Arabian Peninsula and
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in particular. Produced by the King
Abdulaziz Centre for World Culture (Ithra), this film takes a fresh look at
the history of these remarkable animals, the deep-rooted customs and
traditions that have embedded them in Saudi culture and the emotional
connections between the people of the Kingdom and their camels.
Filmed in the spectacular Al-Nyaq region, it showcases the grandeur
of the landscape while discussing the camel’s temperament, the deep
bonds between the animals and their human owners, handlers and
camel whisperers as well as harder facts: the camel’s role in the econo-
my and what the future holds for the camel industry.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG15

I’'M FINE

Drama and Fantasy | Running Time:

6 minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Saudi Arabia

Directed by: Faisal Alzahrani

Producer
Faisal Alzahrani

Cast

Abdullah Al Sheikh, Abdullah
Alharthi, Abdulmalik Alharthi,
Mohammad Alzahrani

Scriptwriter
Faisal Alzahrani
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Khair is a mute boy whose parents died
when he was five years old. He clings to
Zaatar, a bird puppet, and is devastated
when the puppet is broken. He believes
his friend is lost, only to discover a
magical secret behind Zaatar’s death.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG15

JAMEEL
ALSAEED

Drama | Running Time: 7 minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Saudi Arabia

Directed by: Osama Khalifa

Producer
Saeed Bin Halabi, Donia
Khamis

Cast

Hassan Fadaag, Tarek Khoja,
Hisham Ibrahim, Rahaf Ali,
Lina Fatani

Scriptwriter
Donia Khamis, Saeed Bin
Halabi
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Young Jameel is mute, but he is also persistent. He pursues a coveted
Happiness Specialist position at a prestigious corporation, refusing to
be deterred by his own disability. On the contrary, he imagines himself
as an inspirational figure who can empower others. This is a world
where being able to communicate is important, but Jameel is convinced
he can use new technology to overcome any difficulties caused by his
inability to speak, break down those barriers and show that he does, in
fact, have great communication skills. There is no doubting his resolute
determination - or his confidence. But will Jameel’s self-confidence be
enough to get him the job?



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG15

KUM-KUM

Drama | Running Time: 15 minutes

2022 / Arabic
Country: Saudi Arabia

Directed by: Dur Jamjoom

Producer
Lama Jarkas

Cast
Nada Basaad, Dana Alkadhi

Scriptwriter
Dur Jamjoom
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When 17-year-old Duna invites three friends to her beach house, she
is expecting a fun-filled day. But while the other girls are splashing
each other in the sea and playing a game of Kum-Kum, Duna
witnesses a terrible event: Salwa, another girl she knows, drowns in
a kayaking accident. Duna is traumatized and struggles afterwards
with residual feelings of hopelessness and an enduring fear of the
water. It is only years later that she realizes she must go back to
the beach to teach her little sister how to swim, confronting and
defeating her own fear while helping someone else. Her story gives
a powerful account of grief, healing and the human capacity to find
inner strength in the face of trauma.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

G
SALEEG

Drama | Running Time: 10 minutes

2022 / Arabic and Urdu
Country: Saudi Arabia

Directed by: Afnan Bawyan

Producer
Afnan Bawyan, Mariam Khayat

Voice Cast

Amal Alamoudi, Sophia
Hassan, Abdulhameed Aalem,
Amal Al-Awlaki, Madina Keder,
Yousef M. Jazzar, Leleyan Khlid
Alharaz

Scriptwriter
Afnan Bawyan
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Sixty-year-old Hajer is preparing saleeg - Jeddah'’s famous rice dish

- for a special dinner with her son. Needing vegetables, she rushes
outside when she hears the Indian grocer’s bell, but neglects to cover
the pot. She wrangles with the vegetable seller; then her son calls to
say he isn’t coming. Meanwhile in the kitchen, the rice has fallen into
the boiling water where it has expanded, overflowed and is soon billow-
ing through the house and out into the yard, carrying Hajer with it. At
last, the neighbours see what is happening and rush to help, shovelling
saleeg on to every available plate. After which, everyone being gath-
ered, they join Hajer for a meal that turns out to be special after all.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG15

SALEM’S LEGS

Dark Comedy | Running Time: 5
minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Saudi Arabia

Directed by: Talal Almusaad

Producer
Nawaf Alzahrani

Cast
Mohammed Alajmi, Salem
Alattas, Norah Abdalaziz

Scriptwriter
Nawaf Alzahrani
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Salem and Muhammad are chilling in front of the television when
they decide to take a chance on something new: a pill with no name.
They take this drug and are waiting to see if they feel anything

when Salem suddenly falls to the ground. Muhammad panics. He is
convinced that Salem is dead and that it is his task to bury him, so
he rolls him in a carpet and spirits him through his building to the
carpark. As he heads towards the desert, however, he hears a sound
from the car boot. Could Salem still be alive back there? He opens
the boot and unrolls the carpet where Salem is now awake, thrilled
and relieved, but his travails are not over.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG15

STREET 105

Action and Drama | Running Time:

22 minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Saudi Arabia

Directed by: Abdulrahman
Aljandal

Producer
Abdulrahman Aljandal

Cast

Mohannad Alsaleh, Mutlaq
Matar, Mohammed Alghamdi,
Abdulrahman Aljandal

Scriptwriter
Abdulrahman Aljandal
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Two Saudi policemen, Marwan and Nasser, come to
work expecting a routine day of law enforcement work.
Instead, they find themselves fighting for their lives as
they face down the last members of ISIS in Riyadh. This
is inspired by a true story.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG
THE LAST
THREAD

Drama | Running Time: 5 minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Saudi Arabia

Directed by: Jowana Al Zahrani

Producer
Reem Helles

Cast
Sadeen Abdulbaqi

Scriptwriter
Reem Helles
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Hayat tries to work creatively, making work in the way
she loves. However, she finds herself facing a challenge
to break free from limitations she imposed on herself
when, in a moment of weakness, she buckled to social
beliefs and her own fear of public opinion.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG
THE LAST
WINTER

Documentary | Running Time: 27
minutes

2023 / Arabic and English
Country: Saudi Arabia and Sweden

Directed by: Hayder Dawood

Producer
Hayder Dawood, Mohsen
Ahmed

Cast
Mohsen Ahmed, Hayder
Dawood

Scriptwriter
Hayder Dawood, Mohsen
Ahmed
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Four years after his first trip to Sweden, Mohsen revisits
his friend Hayder and finds him yearning for their home-
land, Saudi Arabia. Together they navigate Hayder’s

last Nordic winter, deepening their bond as Hayder
acknowledges his longings and plans the forthcoming
change in his life.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG
THE MENACE
FROM ABOVE

Action | Running Time: 6 minutes

2022 / Arabic
Country: Saudi Arabia and United
States of America (USA)

Directed by: Mariam Khayat

Producer
Talitha Barkow, Mariam Khayat

Voice Cast
Mariam Khayat, Majeed Saud

Scriptwriter
Mariam Khayat
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Happy-go-lucky fish Zahra is swimming in the shallows of the colourful
Red Sea when she is shocked to find a horrible monster consuming a
jellyfish and, after a brief panic, rushes to try to save the trapped sea
creature. First she attacks, freeing the jellyfish; then she is engulfed by
the monster herself and only just gets out alive. The monster is, in fact,
a plastic bag. Zahra’s next mission is to warn her fellow marine crea-
tures about the killer on the loose, when she sees that it has ambushed
another potential victim. This time, it is heading for a human baby. A
fun film that highlights an environmental issue that everyone, including
children, can do their part to solve.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG
THE OLD
SCHOOL

Drama and Dark Comedy | Running
Time: 14 minutes

2022 / Arabic
Country: Saudi Arabia

Directed by: Abdullah Alkhamees

Producer
Mahfouz Alzahrani

Cast
Layla Malek, Abo -Sllo

Scriptwriter
Abdullah Alkhamees
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Battal has been away from his Saudi office for months.
When he returns to work, he finds the work environment
has changed completely in his absence. He barely rec-
ognises the newly modernised office or his co-workers,
who all seem to be new. English is now the primary
language of the workplace, which comes as a complete
shock. Can he learn to adjust to this new regime? A film
that comes to grip with a very real dilemma in today’s
Saudi Arabia, where an older generation can be disori-
ented by the pace of change.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG15

THE RIDE

Drama | Running Time: 15 minutes

2022 / Arabic
Country: Saudi Arabia

Directed by: Hania Bakhashwain

Producer
Nada Alajouz

Cast
Lana Komsany

Scriptwriter
Hania Bakhashwain
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Aliyah is a single mother who works as an Uber driver
to provide for her family due to issues with her divorced
husband. Throughout the day, she encounters various
forms of distress from strangers and passengers during
her commute. Despite being used to the difficulties she
faces, she feels trapped in a monotonous daily routine.
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Films that stand out with a fresh cinematic vision, addressing
unique topics with a lens that will challenge and delight.

DONGA IN THE SHADOW OF BEIRUT IRAQ’S INVISIBLE BEAUTY
FEZ SUMMER ‘55 INSIDE THE YELLOW COCOON SHELL THE SEA AND ITS WAVES




SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

R15

DONGA

Documentary | Running Time: 90
minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Libya

Directed by: Muhannad Lamin

Producer
Ali Sabty, Muhannad Lamin

Cast
Mohammed Mahjoub

Scriptwriter
Muhannad Lamin
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At the age of 19, Mohammed - known as Donga - plunges into the midst of the 2011
Libya uprising armed only with his camera. Growing up under a dictatorship where

the only permitted history was an ongoing story of Colonel Gaddafi’s glory, he was
determined to record everything he saw: the protests, the war on ISIS, and the civil war
in 2019, where Haftar troops attacked the capital.

He captures everyday survival, moments of humor, and community. Starting out
charged with adrenalin, Donga is inevitably changed by what he experiences, including
a mortar strike where almost everyone else dies. This is an intensely personal journey
where we see the world through the character’s eyes, illustrating the collective
disillusionment with the outcome of the 2011 uprising, which brought the country no
peace. Despite everything, Donga is not despairing: “We believe in change!”
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age | Running Time: 114 minutes

2023 / Arabic and French

In the summer of 1955 - a few months before Morocco will achieve

Country: Morocco independence - 11-year-old Kamal is living in the Medina of Fez.
. ) i Together with Aicha and her fellow students from Qaraouiyine
Directed by: Abdelhai Laraki University, he discovers and joins in the fight for freedom. It is thus

Kamal’s coming-of-age story, but also a vivid, passionate account of
the rebirth of a nation, with its own culture and fierce dignity. Laraki was
inspired by the memories of Moroccan resistance fighters who were
part of the painful but essential struggle against colonialism, describing
extraordinary acts of patriotism, the fight for women'’s rights and the
quest for freedom. At the same time, he describes his personal search
for emancipation from the weight of his own past.

Producer
Caroline Locardi

Cast

Oumaima Barid, Mohammed
Atef, Ayman Driwi, Mounia
Lamkimel, Mohamed Naiman,
Majida Benkirane, Nabil Atif,
Lalla Hachoum, Tarik Bakhari,
Chaibia Adraoui

SCAN FOR MORE INFO Scriptwriter
AND SHOWTIME Abdelhai Laraki




SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG15

IN THE SHADOW
OF BEIRUT

Documentary | Running Time: 92
minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Ireland and Lebanon

Directed by: Garry Keane,
Stephen Gerard Kelly

Producer

Brendan J Byrne, Myriam
Sassine, Christian Beetz, Iseult
Howlett
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Refugees have been flowing into Sabra and Shatila, a lawless no-
man’s-land on the edge of the Lebanese capital, since 1948; where
30,000 stateless people now live. Over four years, the directors

of this sensitive documentary follow four families in desperate
circumstances: An eight-year-old boy ransacks rubbish bins to
support his family, who were forced to flee Syria; a devoted father
battles his own persistent drug habit; a very different father imprisons
his teenage daughter for fear of what might happen to her outside
and a Romany family gathers around the bed of a child with a painful
skin disease, unable to take her to a hospital. Most striking, however,
is the power of these desperate people’s love.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG15

INSIDE THE
YELLOW
COCOON SHELL

Drama | Running Time: 182 minutes

2023 / Vietnamese
Country: Vietnam, Singapore and
France

Directed by: Thien An Pham

Producer
Jeremy Chua, Tran Van Thi

Cast

Le Phong Vu, Nguyen Thi Truc
Quynh, Nguyen Thinh, Vu
Ngoc Manh

Scriptwriter
Thien An Pham
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Winner of best first film at the Cannes Film Festival, this is a beautifully
rendered portrait of a disengaged young man who is obliged to return
to reality when his sister-in-law Hanh dies in a motorcycle accident.
Suddenly, Thien (Le Phong Vu) becomes the default guardian of his five-
year-old nephew Dao (Nguyen Thinh), who he decides to return to their
village in the lush rural hinterland. After ensuring Hanh has a Christian
burial, he must find Dao’s father Tam, his long-disappeared brother. The
search leads him to a chance meeting with a woman he once loved,
now a nun. Such meetings with the past gradually but inexorably return
him more fully to the present.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG15

IRAQ’S INVISIBLE
BEAUTY

Documentary | Running Time: 90
minutes

2023 / Arabic and English
Country: Iraq, Belgium and France

Directed by: Sahim Omar Kalifa,
Jurgen Buedts

Producer
Jurgen Buedts

Cast
Latif Al Ani

Scriptwriter
Sahim Omar Kalifa, Jurgen
Buedts
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Latif al-Ani, known as the father of Iraqgi photography , began his career
taking pictures for the in-house magazine at Iraq Petroleum Company
in the ‘50s, recording the emergence of a booming modern Irag.

Now 86, he continued through successive regimes to make images

of the country’s exquisite heritage, including many places that have
since been destroyed by war. Encouraged in recent years by belated
recognition from the West as a major photographer, he travels for this
emotional documentary through his tragically ravaged country, seeking
out the subjects he once photographed and sharing his unique archive
and his stories with the people there now. Many can hardly believe the
Iraq he captured really existed.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

R15

THE SEA AND ITS
WAVES

Drama | Running Time: 83 minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: France and Lebanon

Directed by: Liana & Renaud

Producer
Mathieu Mullier-Griffiths

Cast

Roger Assaf, Hanane Hajj Ali,
Mays Mostafa, Muhammad
Ammari

Scriptwriter
Liana & Renaud
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A passionate ode to Beirut - that troubled but still mesmerising city
- this story of a night spent on the docks, where brother and sister
Mansour and Najwa wait anxiously for a boat to take them away

to Norway, is like a film poem composed out of darkness. Local
characters loom out of the night, each one with a story that reveals
another aspect of this wounded culture, but merging into a narrative
that is both observational and surreal, heightened by unexpected
musical flourishes, pools of light that suddenly illuminate the city’s
skyscrapers and people whose woes are never fully explained. In
their debut drama, Liana and Renaud have reached for a new cine-
matic language to illuminate the city’s profound trauma.
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These works are fun, universal and will introduce the magic of cinema to a younger audience with
captivating stories for children, teenagers, and families with a big appetite for film.

AFTER THE LONG RAINS SIROCCO ET LE ROYAUME DES THREE LITTLE KUNGPOO GOATS

CAPTAIN COURANTS D’AIR
SALEEM




SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG
AFTER THE LONG
RAINS

Drama | Running Time: 90 minutes

2023 / Swahili
Country: Switzerland and Kenya

Directed by: Damien Hauser

Producer
Damien Hauser

Cast

Eletricer Kache Hamisi, Bibi
Swaleh, Bosco Baraka Karisa,
Najima Khanda, Ibrahim
Joseph, Travis Jumba Harnley,
Emmanuel Baraka Gunga

Scriptwriter
Damien Hauser
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Ten-year-old Aisha’s latest school assignment asks her to say what she
wants to be when she grows up. She soon realises that all her class-
mates have written that they are going to take over their parents‘ busi-
nesses or follow them into their professions. Aisha has bigger dreams:
she wants to go to Europe and become an actress. How to do it? Her
plan is to find a job on a fishing boat so that she can sail all the way to
Europe, but her mother thinks that fishing should be left to men. Aisha
doesn’t agree - and when she meets Hassan, a drunken fisherman who
promises to teach her how to fish, she seizes her opportunity.
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Drama | Running Time: 90 minutes

2022 / Persian
Country: Iran

Directed by: Mohammad Hamzei

In the cancer department of the children’s hospital,

two boys named Isa and Ali, who dream of becoming
football players, plan to achieve their dreams before Ali's
last serious operation. It should be away from the eyes
of doctors and nurses.

Producer
Seyyed Saber Emami

Cast

Pantea Panahiha, Pejhman
Bazeghi, Sepideh Eydi,
Amir Hossein Bayat,
Parham Gholamlou, Amir Ali
Moghadam, Mahbod Byour,
Arghavan Shabani

SCAN FOR MORE INFO Scriptwriter
AND SHOWTIME Amir Mohammad Abdi




SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

G
SALEEM

Animation | Running Time: 90
minutes

2023 / Arabic
Country: Jordan

Directed by: Cynthia Sharaiha

Producer
Shadi Sharaiha

Cast

Refaat Al Najjar, Dawood
Afishaat, Osama Harhashi,
Zaid Sharaiha, Salma Sharaiha,
Mohammed Mojahed, Dolly
Dib, Laith Nagawah, Abd
Alrahman Harhashi, Jude
Sharaiha, Haya Sharaiha,
Walaa Khawaldeh, Natheer
Khawalde

Scriptwriter

Mirna Jadoun, Cynthia
Sharaiha, Shadi Sharaiha, Dolly
Dib, Majd Matalka, Leen Abu
Leil, Nadia Husseini, Bana
Nasser, Issam Smeir
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Saleem is only nine years old when his family is forced to flee their war-
torn home for a small town in a neighbouring country. Bullied at his new
school and suffering the after-effects of trauma, Saleem finds adapting
to this strange place difficult, but his life takes a turn for the better
when he comes across a treasure map. With three new friends, he sets
out to follow the map’s clues, facing up to the journey’s challenges

and meeting characters who give him hope and a sense of healing. An
exciting adventure that also reflects with sensitivity on children’s mental
health issues, this is a heartwarming film for children that also has
plenty to say to the grown-ups around them.



(Slgis A) 32\ (Slgiuw €) sz wliclorddl ol
aSlas» Jhall laglis) Joodll Alsdl J] 38 s olasiss

G

SIROCCO ET LE wb:j;mt;:fﬂ;bﬁyf;ﬁﬂit

ROYAUME DES s ol Cebgon o S8
szl iy oS i o 9ol o9 wavlgally

COURANTS D’AIR

Animation | Running Time: 80 Two intrepid sisters, Juliette (4) and Carmen (8), discover
minutes a passage that leads to the extraordinary world of

their favorite book, the Kingdom of the Air Streams.
2023 / French Transformed into cats and separated from each other,

the girls will have to be bold and daring to find their
way back to each other and, with the help of a singer
called Selma, to their real world. Their greatest fear is
Directed by: Benoit Chieux confronting Sirocco, the master of winds and storms
- but is he as terrifying as everyone thinks? Visually
stunning, this animation will beguile.

Country: Belgium and France

Cast

Loise Charpentier, Maryne
Bertieaux, Aurélie Konaté,
Pierre Lognay, Laurent
Morteau, Eric De Staercke,
David Dos Santos, Géraldine
Asselin

SCAN FOR MORE INFO Scriptwriter
AND SHOWTIME Alain Gagnol
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AND SHOWTIME
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THREE
LITTLE
KUNGPOO
GOATS

Animation, Adventure and Fantasy |
Running Time: 89 minutes

2023 / English
Country: Iran and China

Directed by: Farzad Dalvand,
Kianoush Dalvand

Producer
Darioush Dalvand

Cast

Jon Allen, Connie Terwilliger,
M. Keala Milles Jr., Kaitlyn
Mccormick, Tiffany Loui, Mark
Christopher Lawrence, Krista
Feallock, Jacob Farry, Arash
Ghasemi, Brian Patrick Butler,
Mark Atkinson, Zack Andrews,
Caroline Amiguet, Melissa
Tozeski

Scriptwriter
Kianoush Dalvand, Bahram
Heidari, Eliza Ip
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There is a fragile ceasefire between Predators and Prey,
upheld by an anonymous Ninja Warrior known as Red
Shadow. The Wolf, however, has reached the end of his
endurance; he is tired of trying to eat vegetarian recipes.
One day, he decides to try to find a legal way around the
truce that will allow him to hunt some delicious little goats
without being punished. What he doesn’t know is that
these little goats are students at a special school of martial
arts that trains small animals to defend themselves. Wolf
may have teeth, but these goats have real talent.



Saudi Arabia premiers the best in episodic storytelling from around
the globe, with up to two-episode series from television, streaming,
or web platforms. This is the place to discover the best in episodic
that is screened for the first time in the Kingdom.

MILES FROM NOWHERE
SOUTH AFRICA EATS

THE ACTOR
THE DEAL
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SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

R15

MILES FROM
NOWHERE

Dark Comedy | Running Time: 120
minutes

2023 / English and Arabic
Country: New Zealand

Directed by: Ghazaleh Golbakhsh

Producer
Ahmed Osman, Sam Wilton,
Gary Scott

Cast
Arlo Green, Roxie Mohebbi,
Sami Afuni

Scriptwriter
Aamer Rahman, Mohamed EI
Sayyed Hassan
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Said is a young Muslim songwriter living in Auckland, New Zealand who
forms a dangerous friendship with the Security Intelligence Service
agent spying on him, risking his whole community to fulfil his dreams.
Drawing on the author Mohamed Hassan'’s real-world knowledge as
Aotearoa’s foremost reporter on surveillance, counter-terrorism and
Islamophobia, this six-part series combines drama and comedy in

its exploration of a Muslim diaspora hitherto barely glimpsed on the
screen. Led by Arlo Green as Said, an authentic cast of Australian and
Kiwi actors convey a dark but hopeful story - laced with humour and
music - about the tribulations of youth, overcoming mental illness and
ultimately finding a unique place in the world.
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Documentary | Running Time: 120

minutes

. You are what you eat - and what we eat also reflects who we are. The food scene in
2022 / English, Zulu and Xhosa South Africa is vibrant and rich, the product of a country forged from the mingling of
Country: South Africa multiple ethnicities, migration and colonisation. Over eight episodes, series host and

serious foodie Ashfaaq Carim - who is also Muslim, which informs his journey - will

Directed by: Ashfaaq Carim, ex'pllore a sp_ectrum of flavo_urs and farnous Souti_1 Afrlc.an specialties, pairing them with

Gokhan Deniz original music from the regions he visits. Three pilot episodes have been shot so far. For
international viewers, Carim hopes to offer an insight into his country’s complex rainbow
identity. Locals, meanwhile, can take pride in their daily specials: the stews, snacks,
neighbourhood hangouts and breathtaking landscapes that are uniquely South African.

Producer
Ashfaaq Carim, Safiyyah Patel

Cast

Ashfaaq Carim, Londiwe
Dlomo, Rhulani Shibambo,
Pam Moodley, Saffiyah

Patel, Gokhan Deniz, Derek
Liversage, Athol Penton, Yunus
Akhalwaya, Rashad Panday,
Phindiwe Nongalaza, Zimasa
Mapemnyama

SCAN FOR MORE INFO Scriptwriter
AND SHOWTIME Ashfaaq Carim
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AND SHOWTIME

PG
THE ACTOR

Drama, Dark Comedy and Crime |
Running Time: 120 minutes

2022 / Persian
Country: Iran

Directed by: Nima Javidi

Producer
Majid Motalebi

Cast

Navid Mohammadzadeh,
Ahmad Mehranfar, Hasti
Mahdavi, Hanie Tavasoli,
Mehrave Sharifinia, Gelareh
Abassi

Scriptwriter
Nima Javidi
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Gifted actors Ali and Morteza (Venice best-actor winner Navid Moham-
madzadeh and Ahmad Mehranfar) have nothing to their names but a
derelict theatre for which they can barely make rent. They scrape a
living by staging elaborate, costumed party pranks for Teheran’s rich-
kid set, hoping to get back to the stage sometime. Their fortunes take a
turn, however, when they are spotted by a shadowy private detectives’
agency that uses improv actors as investigators. Using their skills at
building scenes and assuming different characters, they are able to
inveigle their way into the scenes of unsolved crimes. Ali and Morteza
are soon joined by a talented actress and a make-up artist; they form a
team of great pretenders.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG15

THE DEAL

Crime, Thriller and Suspense |
Running Time: 118 minutes

2023 / Korean
Country: South Korea

Directed by: Lee Jung-Gon

Producer
Hadeuk Yong, Hyun-Ki Yoon

Cast
Yoo Seung-Ho, Kim Dong-Hwi,
Yoo Su-Bin, Lee Joo-Young

Scriptwriter
Jong-Sung Hong
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Three old high-school friends meet after a long time apart and get
drunk. When Min-woo — who comes from a rich Korean family - falls
asleep, Jun Seong and Jea Hyo put him to bed, then answer a call from
home on his cell phone. They pretend to be his kidnappers - “We have
your son! Prepare a billion won!” - but the game soon becomes terribly
real as it turns into plan, a ransom materialises and Min-woo realises
how he is being used. Not that he is a pushover, as his former friends
will discover when he becomes their accomplice. The twists and turns
as the three of them try to score the perfect deal keep the thrills coming
and the stakes escalating.



TREASURES

A selection of unmissable gems and classics. This section showcases the
masterpieces that have inspired generations of directors — many screened for the
first time in Saudi Arabia on newly restored prints.

AFREET MIRATI HE DREAMS OF GIANTS
CITY OF GOD LOST IN LA MANCHA
CROSSING THE BRIDGE

THE YOUNG GIRLS OF ROCHEFORT
VICTORY OF YOUTH
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SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME
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AFREET MERATI

Comedy and Drama | Running Time:
100 minutes

1968 / Arabic
Country: Egypt

Directed by: Fatin Abdel Wahab

Producer
Ehab El-Lithy Film

Cast
Shadia , Salah Zulfigar, Imad
Hamdi, Adel Imam

Scriptwriter
Ali Al-Zorgani
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Iconic Egyptian singer and actress Shadia made over a hundred films, and unforgetta-
ble comedies with influential actor Salah Zulfikar. In this recently restored classic with
the support of the Red Sea Film Festival, Shadia’s Aida feels neglected by her husband
Saleh, a hard-working banker, so turns to the movies for comfort. Increasingly, she
comes home from the cinema believing that she is one of the characters she has just
seen, a kind of madness that doctors tell Saleh he must indulge by playing roles along
with her. The situations that result are as laugh-out-loud funny as they were in 1968,
while the movie’s two songs, Fares Ahlamy and Irma La Douce - sung superbly by
Shadia - remain hits to this day.
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| Running Time: 130 minutes

2002 / English, Portuguese and
Serbian

Country: Brazil, France and
Germany

Directed by: Fernando Meirelles,

Katia Lund
Two boys are brought up in a sadistic
neighbourhood of Rio de Janeiro. Later, they
adopt diverse professional paths, with one of
them becoming a photographer and the other
boy becoming a drug dealer.

Producer

Andrea Barata Ribeiro, Hank
Levine, Mauricio Andrade
Ramos

Cast

Alexandre Rodrigues,
Leandro Firmino, Alice Braga,
Matheus Nachtergaele,
Phellipe Haagensen, Jonathan
Haagensen

SCAN FOR MORE INFO Scriptwriter
AND SHOWTIME Paulo Lins, Braulio Mantovani
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AND SHOWTIME
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CROSSING THE

BRIDGE: THE
SOUND OF
ISTANBUL

Documentary | Running Time: 90
minutes

2005 / Turkish, German, Kurdish and
English
Country: Turkey and Germany

Directed by: Fatih Akin

Producer

Fatih Akin, Klaus Maeck,
Andreas Thiel, Sandra Harzer-
Kux, Christian Kux

Cast

Alexander Hacke, Baba Zula,
Orient Expressions, Duman

, Replikas , Erkin Koray,

Ceza , Mercan Dede, Brenna
Maccrimmon, Selim Sesler,
Siyasiyabend , Aynur , Orhan
Gencebay, Sezen Aksu, Ahmed
Ulug, Cem Yegul, Miizeyyen
Senar

Scriptwriter
Fatih Akin
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An exhilarating tour through the vibrant contemporary music scene in Istanbul, a
city where East meets West, ancient meets modern and secular meets devout, this
film embraces everything from rapid-fire urban rap belted out in underground clubs
to Romany circle dances. Director Fatih Akin, a German native born to Turkish
immigrants, has found his ideal collaborator in Alexander Hacke, a friend and
bassist from industrial band Einstiirzende Neubauten, who becomes our tour guide.
Whether interviewing Akin’s chosen musicians - psychedelic band Baba Zula,
Kurdish chanteuse Aynur, the baglama virtuoso Orhan Gencebay - or roaming the
streets, Hacke radiates unquenchable enthusiasm. Together, they also challenge
conventional ideas of cultural identity: socially as much as musically, Istanbul is
shown to thrive on its contradictions.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME
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Documentary | Running Time: 85

minutes
. Seventeen years after the debacle chronicled in Lost in La Mancha,

2019 / English the same documentary team returns to Spain to witness director Terry

Country: United Kingdom Gilliam’s final tilt at making the Don Quixote movie of his fever dreams.
He has tried six more times to make the film and is now 78, but no less

Directed by: Louis Pepe, Keith determined; this time around there are no great dlsaster's, but Gilliam is

Fulton consumed not only by the usual budget problems but his own demons,
revealed in intimate interviews where he wrestles with the question of
what to do - what any artist can do - once he has realised his lifelong
ambition. The result is both a revealing portrait of an uncompromising
artist and a meditation on the creative drive itself.

Producer

Lucy Darwin, Keith Fulton

Cast
Adam Driver, Terry Gilliam,
Jonathan Pryce

Scriptwriter
Keith Fulton, Louis Pepe



“EABULOUS...

ONE OF THE BEST
MOVIES EVER MAD
ABQUT A MOVIE™

‘A MASTERFULLY
CONS“\IIL]ED
FLY ON THE wnil.

REVELATI!

“THE TANTALISING
VISION OF AN UNMADE
MASTERPIECE”

SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG15

LOSTIN LA
MANCHA

Documentary | Running Time: 89
minutes

2001 / English, Spanish and French
Country: United Kingdom and
United States of America (USA)

Directed by: Keith Fulton,
Louis Pepe

Producer
Lucy Darwin

Cast
Terry Gilliam, Johnny Depp,
Jean Rochefort

Scriptwriter
Keith Fulton, Louis Pepe
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A “making of” documentary about a film that didn’t get made, this
record of Terry Gilliam’s thwarted attempts to make his dream project
- a film about a modern Don Quixote - pulls back the curtain on the
frequently harsh realities of movie-making. After preparing his film
for 10 years, Gilliam was able to shoot for just six days before crew
conflicts, an injured star and an epic storm that washed away his
camera equipment shut the production down. All this is captured by
the directors in fly-on-the-wall observation, interviews and animated
sequences of Gilliam’s storyboards that give a glimpse of the film that
might have been. In the end, it is less about the film-making process
than the tragedy of a defeated hero: Terry Gilliam himself.



SCAN FOR MORE INFO
AND SHOWTIME

PG15

THE YOUNG
GIRLS OF
ROCHEFORT

Musical and Comedy | Running
Time: 121 minutes

1967 / French
Country: France

Directed by: Jacques Demy

Producer
Mag Bodard

Cast

Catherine Deneuve, Frangoise
Dorléac, Danielle Darrieux,
Jacques Perrin, Michel Piccoli,
Gene Kelly

Scriptwriter
Jacques Demy
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Widely regarded as the best French musical ever made, Jacques
Demy’s effervescent romance about Delphine and Solange, talented
twins living in a seaside town who long for the bright lights of Paris,
stars Catherine Deneuve and her real-life sister, Francoise Dorléac.
Everyone in the film is looking for love - the twins, their mother who
runs the local café, the man she left behind who still pines for her,
Maxence the sailor who paints his ideal woman in his spare time

- even the American musician just passing through, who is played
by the great Gene Kelly. Everyone, eventually, will find what they’re
looking for. Audiences, meanwhile, will discover one of the greatest
pleasures the cinema has to offer.
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AND SHOWTIME
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VICTORY OF
YOUTH

Drama | Running Time: 125 minutes

1941 / Arabic
Country: Egypt

Directed by: Ahmed Badrakhan

Producer
El Nile Films

Cast

Asmahan , Farid Al Atrash,
Besharh Wakiem, Elyaeh
Gamil, Anwer Wagdi

Scriptwriter
Badia Khairy
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An instant success when it was first shown, largely thanks to the
promised thrill of seeing star sibling singers Farid Al Astrash and
Asmahan in the same movie, the film is now considered one of the
most important musicals in the history of the Arab cinema. Al Astrash,
who wrote the film’s glorious soundtrack, also stars as young musician
Waheed; his real-life sister Asmahan plays Waheed’s sister Nadia, a
captivating singer. Together, they leave their home in the Levant to
chase their dream of stage success, finding work in an Egyptian casino
and in the movies, cutting a record and, of course, falling in love with
admirers. A truly golden oldie, recently restored with the support of the
Red Sea Film Festival Foundation.
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